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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

November 23, 2015 

Olive Township Hall 

6480 136th Avenue 

Holland, MI 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Bill Vanderbilt, Blaine Koops, Hannes Meyers, Howard Baumann, Joe Baumann, 

Tom Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, 

John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga, Steve Redmond 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Hunsburger and supported by Mr. Bird to approve 

the October 26, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 
 

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A.  FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program Amendment*** – Mr. 

Bulthuis reviewed a memo included in the agenda packet containing a proposed amendment 

to the FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program.  He stated the amendment 

pertained to adding two general program accounts (GPA’s).  The specific projects that 

comprise the GPA’s were noted.  Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. Joe 

Baumann and supported by Mr. Kleinheksel to amend the 2016 program of the 

FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program as noted in the staff memo dated 

November 16, 2015.  Motion carried. 
 

B. State and Federal Transportation Funding updates – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the 

major components of the new state transportation revenue package noting that approximately 

half the new funding will come from user fee increases (license registrations/gas tax) and half 

from income tax revenue.  Projected increases in revenues for MACC-area road agencies 

were reviewed.  A brief update on a new transportation bill at the federal level, expected to be 

passed before the end of the year, was also given.  
 

C. FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program - Mr. Bulthuis provided an 

overview of the development of the FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program. He 

stated that the funding levels have been set and this call will include allocation of $4.4 million 

dollars over the years 2018-2020.  $464,000 of the total is Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality 

funds for 2020 and the rest is Surface Transportation funding (STP).  He noted that 

resolutions from organizations nominating projects are again being requested.  Ideally, the 

resolutions would be submitted with the nomination forms.  
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D. Proposed Rules for Transit Asset Management - Ms. Hoekwater gave an update 

on the proposed rulemaking on Transit Asset Management (TAM) and the National Transit 

Database.  The proposed rules are intended to assist transit providers to assess the condition 

of transit assets in order to make more informed investment decisions and to maintain a state 

of good repair.  Challenges of the proposed rules are that system performance targets are tied 

to the TIP and STIP, resulting in additional data collection and reporting responsibilities for 

transit providers as well as metropolitan planning organizations (MPO’s).  Ms. Hoekwater 

reviewed a draft memorandum and comments to be submitted to the USDOT suggesting the 

following: 

 

 Increase planning funds to meet additional requirements 

 Eliminate 5310 funding from TAM Plan requirements 

 Apply TAM requirements only for FTA funded assets 

 Limit requirements to long-lived assets (value $50,000 or more) 

 Begin with bus fleets and critical assets  

 Phase-in equipment and facilities 

 New requirements phased-in with single effective date for all MAP-21 rules 

 

***Motion to authorize staff to submit comments as proposed in the memo dated 

November 16, 2015 was made by Mr. Meyers and supported by Mr. TeSlaa. The motion 

passed. 

 

E. Westrain Collaborative Update - MACC staff participates on the Westrain 

collaborative, a coalition of public and private organizations and interested individuals along 

the Amtrak Pere Marquette line. Westrain promotes an online marketing campaign through 

www.MItrain.com. This marketing campaign is monitored through website visits and 

tracking the origin of online searches, which are primarily from the Chicago area. Ms. 

Hoekwater reported that additional trains will be offered on the Pere Marquette during the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  She then reviewed FY 2015 ridership numbers for the Pere Marquette 

passenger rail line and noted that the Holland station activity still represents more than 38% 

of the riders on the Pere Marquette. Ridership over the last 10 years continues to be steady. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mitrain.com/
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Though lower gas prices contributed to a 5% decrease in ridership this last year, this is a 

familiar trend throughout the Midwest. Amtrak is working to boost ridership on the Pere 

Marquette line through promotions such as student discounts (offered through December 17), 

as well as Smart Fares. This information is located on the MACC website: www.the-

macc.org/transportation/passenger-rail/.  

 

F. 2015 Road Rating Summary – Ms. Ulstad presented the 2015 PASER road quality 

data from Allegan County to the committee. PASER stands for Pavement Surface Evaluation 

and Rating. The MACC, in partnership with MDOT, and the local road commission annually 

rate our area’s Federal-Aid roads. Each year surface rating is alternated between Ottawa 

County and Allegan County. Submitted ratings help identify and prioritize future road 

resurfacing projects.  

 

G. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum stated that the $600M of new state 

transportation revenue generated through registration fees/gas tax will flow through the 

Comprehensive Transportation Fund (CTF).  The CTF supports modes of public transit, such 

as bus and rail service.  The $600M provided by the income tax will not flow through the 

CTF. 

 

IV. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES  
 

A. Urban Waters Small Grant Program- The goal of this proposed project is to create 

a green infrastructure vision for the Macatawa Watershed that will result in increased 

understanding and implementation of green infrastructure. Components of the project include 

completing a GIS-based suitability analysis, developing a green infrastructure vision 

document, hosting stakeholder input meetings, holding a green infrastructure training, 

participating in outreach and education events in the Holland Heights neighborhood, holding 

input sessions with Holland Heights residents, and finalizing a green infrastructure vision for 

the watershed that includes an implementation plan for Holland Heights. Community partners 

that have pledged support for this project include the City of Holland, City of Zeeland, the 

Holland-Hope Sustainability Institute, ODCMG, Heights of Hope, and Building Healthy 

Communities. The application was submitted on November 20, 2015. The total project cost is 

$48,936 with $42,851 requested in grant funding. Notifications will be made in March and 

contracts signed in August 2016. The project is planned to run from September 2016 through 

December 2017. 

 
B. Watershed Annual Meeting –   The Macatawa Watershed Project Annual Meeting 

will be held on Friday, December 4, 2015, from 10am to noon in the Holland City Hall 

Council Chambers. The meeting will feature GVSU research presentations, GVSU 

monitoring update, a Project Clarity annual report, and the announcement of the Watershed 

Stakeholder of the Year Award.  

 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. Appointment of Nominating Committee – Mr. Vanderbilt appointed Terry 

Nienhuis, Jerry Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra and Howard Baumann to the Nominating 

Committee.  He thanked them for their willingness to serve in that capacity. 

 

http://www.the-macc.org/transportation/passenger-rail/
http://www.the-macc.org/transportation/passenger-rail/
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B. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues for the first month of the new fiscal year are at 33.4% and expenses at 4.2%. He 

asked if there were any questions concerning the report. There were none. 

 

C.      MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that a copy of the report 

was included in the agenda packet and asked if there were any questions regarding the report. 

There were none.  

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Todd Wolters welcomed everyone to Olive Township and informed 

the committee that the township has hired a new Planning Administrator.   

 

B. Other Members – Zeeland Mayor, Kevin Klynstra welcomed the committee and the 

public to join him at his annual coffee on Dec 17 from 11:30-1:30. 

  

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

A. Mr. Vanderbilt noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

December 21, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. at the Riley Street Fire Station in Holland Township. There 

being no further business, it was moved by Mr. Hunsburger and supported by Mr. Bird 

to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, December 21, 2015 

12:00 noon at 

Riley Street Fire Station 

131 Riley Street, Holland, MI 49424 


