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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

November 28, 2016 

Riley Street Fire Station: Holland Charter Township 

131 Riley Street 

Holland, MI 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Blaine Koops, David Van Ginhoven, Howard Baumann, Tom 

Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Glenn 

Nykamp, Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Jim 

Camenga  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, it was moved by Mr. Van Ginhoven, supported by Mr. Storey to approve the 

October 24, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 

 

III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. Watershed Practice Spotlight: Green Infrastructure - An overview of types of 

green infrastructure and their benefits were discussed. Pictures of local examples of green 

infrastructure were shared as well as pictures from a recent tour of green infrastructure in 

Indianapolis attended by Ms. Goward. The MACC recently receive a grant from the 

Community Foundation of the Holland/Zeeland Area to support a project to develop a green 

infrastructure vision for the Macatawa Watershed. This project will include GIS mapping of 

green infrastructure suitability, prioritization and preliminary designs of municipal projects, 

public engagement, and a training seminar. The project is scheduled to be complete by 

November 2017. 

 

B. Watershed Project Annual Meeting – A reminder was provided about the 

Watershed Annual Meeting that is scheduled for December 15, 2016, 10am at the Holland 

City Hall. Invitations were mailed to all local, state and federal elected officials within the 

MACC area. RSVP’s are appreciated by December 12. 
 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 

A. FY2016 Program Recap – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the record-setting FY2016 

program which exceeded $44.6 million in investments.  The majority of those expenditures 

were on the US 31 project (8th-Quincy) which totaled over $23 million.  All road and bridge 

projects totaled $39 million representing 87% of program expenditures.  Transit projects 

totaled another $5 million.   
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B. PASER Data Collection Report for Allegan & Ottawa Counties – Each year the 

MACC is responsible for rating the pavement condition of 50% of the federal aid roads 

within the MACC Area.  This rating process requires an annual training in pavement 

evaluation (PASER) and time in the field to collectively rate with the Michigan Department 

of Transportation and local road agencies.  Elisa Hoekwater explained how pavement data is 

collected in the field and annually submitted to the Michigan Transportation Asset 

Management Council (TAMC) through the statewide database. Ms. Hoekwater also noted 

how the data is used by the Transportation Asset Management Council and shared with 

legislators.   

 

Carolyn Ulstad summarized the 2016 PASER road evaluation results and reviewed a chart 

illustrating the scores of nearly 300 miles of roadways rated in 2016.  Ms. Ulstad noted that 

the reconstruction of US-31 boosted the overall score for the region, with 56% of the federal 

aid road network rated either excellent or good in 2016. 

 

A. Park Transit Study Open House - There will be an open house on December 8, 

2016, from 3:00 – 6:00 PM at the Park Township Office (52 152nd Avenue). MACC staff will 

present information about the Park Township Public Transit Study. Staff from the Macatawa 

Area Express Transportation Authority (MAX) will also be available to answer questions. 

This open house will provide the opportunity to speak with Park Township residents and 

members of the Township Board about future travel needs in the Township. All are welcome. 

 

B. MDOT/FHWA Comments – MDOT staff not present. Jim Storey asked if there had 

been a response from MDOT regarding a possible intersection improvement at M-40/48th 

Street. Mr. Bulthuis stated there had not been a response and he would contact the Muskegon 

service center to inquire about it.  

 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

  

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

With one month of the new fiscal year in the books, revenues are at 34.4% and expenses at 

2.9%. He asked if there were any questions concerning the report. There were none.  
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B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Mr. Nienhuis welcomed the committee and reported that the 

township had a busy year with some projects ongoing. He mentioned that the November 

election went well with 66% voter turnout. The joint waste water treatment project, a 

collaborative effort between the township, the City of Zeeland and Zeeland Township, to 

redirect waste water to Zeeland City’s new expanded facility is going well. Because of the 

redirection, new sewer lines and pump station updates were also made in some locations. 

Improvements are also being made at Dunton Park. A new restroom facility will be added as 

well as a shade structure, picnic tables, playground, new docks, and a kayak launch. The 

project will be complete next summer. Reconstruction and widening of 136th Avenue from 

Riley Street to Quincy Street was completed. Lastly, he mentioned that the de-malling of the 

former Westshore Mall, which now goes by the name of The Shops at Westshore, is on 

schedule. The property had been in decline for many years and is now being rejuvenated.  

 

B. Other Members – There were no other comments. 
 

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

Mr. Rajadhysaksha reminded the group that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would 

be held on December 19, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Fillmore 

Township Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 


