
                          301 Douglas Avenue, Holland, Michigan 49424                                                                                www.the-macc.org 
                            phone: (616) 395-2688 - fax: (616) 395-9411                                                                             email: info@the-macc.org 

 
 
 

      

MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

October 26, 2015 

Zeeland Township Public Safety Building 

6582 Bryon Road 

Zeeland, MI 49464 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Hannes Meyers, Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Howard Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, 

Bob Vande Vusse, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, Kevin Klynstra, John Lanum, Al Myaard, 

Terry Nienhuis, Russ TeSlaa 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron Spicer, Jim 

Camenga, Steve Redmond, Deb Shields, Caleb Whitmer, Glenn Nykamp  

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. Hunsburger, to 

approve the September 28, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Deb Shields from Senator Tonya Schuitmaker’s office 

introduced herself to the group and invited anyone to relay any questions or concerns to her so that 

she may bring comments back to the Senator.  

 

III. RESOLUTION: Community Planning Month Recognition – Mr. Bulthuis noted that 

the work of local planning commissions often goes unappreciated.  Since October is designated 

National Community Planning Month, staff thought it appropriate to acknowledge, through a 

resolution, the hard work of local planning commissions and the professionals that assist them.  

Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. Meyers and supported by Mr. Hunsburger to 

adopt the resolution as presented recognizing National Community Planning Month and the 

contributions of MACC-area planning commissioners and planning professionals.  Motion 

carried.      

 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A.    8th Street Road Safety Audit  
The MACC sponsored a Road Safety Audit of 8th Street in September 2015, which was facilitated 

by Parsons Brinckerhoff.  A team representing local law enforcement, traffic engineers, planners, 

transit providers, and health educators walked the 8th Street corridor to analyze 8th Street, from 

Chicago Drive to Hope Avenue.  The purpose of the audit was to identify potential safety 

improvements for all roadway users. After reviewing the collision history along the corridor and 

identifying problem areas, the assessment team noted observations about traffic flow, bicycle and 

pedestrian safety.  Ms. Hoekwater summarized suggestions to improve safety along the corridor 

and noted the following recommendations: 

 Reduce the risk of rear-end crashes by restriping roadway to provide a center two-way 

left-turn lane 
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 Reduce crashes due to motorists trying to exit or enter driveways by consolidating 

driveways and providing better access management 

 Provide a safer non-motorized crossing of 8th Street by adding crosswalks and pedestrian 

signals at intersection of 8th Street/Chicago Drive and using high visibility zebra striping 

at pedestrian crosswalks along the corridor 

 Provide consistent sidewalk treatments along north side of roadway, cleaning debris, re-

painting faded pedestrian crossings of driveways, and look for opportunities to provide a 

buffer between the sidewalk and adjacent travel lane as well as adjacent parking where 

possible 

 Complete sidewalk gaps to improve non-motorized access by providing continuous 

sidewalk and ADA compliant ramps along south side of roadway (preferably with buffer 

between back of curb and travel lane) 

 Search for opportunities to incorporate on-street bicycle facilities through “Sharrow” 

pavement markings on a travel lane (within the current cross section) or adding bicycle 

lanes if a “road diet” were performed (reducing 4 lanes to 3) 

 Improve safety for bicyclists by repaving roadway to alleviate height differential between 

pavement and curb and gutter 

 Improve visibility at 8th Street/Chicago Drive traffic island by adding signage and either 

add low-level traffic signals or potentially realign intersection 

 Eliminate left-turn conflicts by prohibiting left turns near US-31 and at Settlers Road - 

and posting right-in/right-out turns 

 Improve visibility of traffic signals (especially during early morning and sunset) by using 

back plates on signal heads 

 Improve visibility of pedestrians by adding a pedestrian refuge island at the crossing of 

US-31, adding lighting for pedestrians, and using high visibility zebra striping at 

pedestrian crosswalk 

The timing of this road safety audit is ideal, as the City of Holland is updating its Master Plan and 

the Ottawa County Health Department is working to help improve wellness through the Building 

Healthy Communities initiative. Next steps include collecting updated data (vehicle counts to 

identify daily traffic volumes and the number of vehicles making turns along the corridor) and 

completing a capacity analysis. Safety education is also being considered to reduce conflicts with 

turning vehicles and non-motorized users. 

 

B.    Announcement of New Ground-Level Ozone Standard – Ms. Hoekwater  

informed the MACC Policy Committee that a final rule revising the ground-level Ozone standard 

to 70 ppb was issued on October 1, 2015. The Policy Committee discussed how the new standard 

may impact the MACC Area. Discussion focused on the difference between the time periods used 

to assess whether a monitor was within the National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS). As 

2012 had so many Clean Air Action! days, the 2011 – 2013 monitoring data shows far more 

monitors exceeded the standard than during the last three years.  

 

Using the 2013 – 2015 monitoring data, five monitors (including the Holland monitor) could 

potentially exceed the new standard.  Ms. Hoekwater noted that the most recent monitoring data is 

still in the process of being validated. Once the 2015 data is validated, the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality (MDEQ) will submit comments to the Environmental Protection Agency 

(USEPA) on the proposed standard.  When the USEPA determines non-attainment designations, 
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areas which are designated non-attainment will be asked to follow additional planning 

requirements in preparing transportation improvement programs (TIPs) and long range 

transportation plans (LRTPs).  At this point, it is unclear what specific consequences may result 

and it is too early to know whether specific contingency measures would be required (such as 

mandatory emissions testing or restrictions on gas refueling).  Ms. Hoekwater added that areas 

designated non-attainment will have time to coordinate with State government agencies to work 

out a plan and to implement strategies that address attainment. 

 

C.   M-231 Dedication and Opening – Mr. Bulthuis noted the ribbon cutting ceremony 

for the first phase of M-231 (I-96 to M-45) held the previous Friday.  He then suggested it 

was time to begin the conversation with MDOT about the next phase.  It was noted that it 

may make sense to start at the southern end (I-196) of the proposed route and go north.  The 

concept of completing the segment connecting I-196 to M-121 as a potential next step was 

proposed.  Discussion followed. 
      

D.   FY2017-2020 TIP – Project Nomination Revisions – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed some 

changes in the project nomination form.  The changes include the addition of the freight 

network and performance goals/measures as factors to be noted when nominating projects.  

These changes bring the project selection process into better alignment with the MACC’s 

2040 Long Range Transportation Plan. 
       

E.   MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum summarized recent activity by the state 

legislature that will increase state revenues for transportation.  He also noted activity in 

Washington D.C. related to a new transportation bill.   

 

V. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES  
 

A.   Agricultural Best Management Practices – Mr. Spicer presented work that has 

been done over the past year with local farmers. He collaborates with farmers in the 

Macatawa Watershed and helps them implement Best Management Practices on the field 

such as no till and cover crops. He also works with farmers to develop plans to reduce soil 

loss on their land. In FY2015, 34 new practices have been implemented on farms within the 

watershed that will help to keep soil on the fields and reduce the amount of phosphorous 

entering Lake Macatawa. 
  

B.   Urban Waters Small Grant Program- Potential Application – Ms. Ulstad 

informed the committee of an EPA Urban Waters Small Grants opportunity that the MACC is 

pursuing. She explained that the grant would be used to create a green infrastructure suitability map 

for the urbanized area which would be a part of a larger green infrastructure vision for the 

Macatawa Watershed. The grant would have an education component for local decision makers, 

planners, contractors, etc. along with outreach events and public input meetings in the Holland 

Heights neighborhood. The grant is due November 20th. If funded, the grant will run from 

September 2016 to December 2017. 
 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. FY2016 Organizational Matters – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the FY2016 meeting 

schedule.  He also stated his intention to begin the process to fill the vacant Executive 

Committee seat.  He noted that Mr. Vanderbilt would be appointing a nominating committee 
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and stated that anyone interested in serving on the committee should contact him.  Discussion 

followed. 

 

B. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report 

noting that this report represents the entire 2015 fiscal year.  While unaudited, it is a good 

representation of how the year ended fiscally.  Questions on a few line items were addressed. 

 

C.      MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that a copy of the report 

was included in the agenda packet and asked if there were any questions regarding the report. 

There were none.  

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.   Host Member: Al Myaard welcomed the committee to Zeeland Township’s new  

public safety building. He let the group know that the township has completed a couple of road 

projects over the summer and as of October 20th, the area has 34 new homes and 6 new condos. 

The township also completed a bike path that runs from Drenthe to Vriesland, which completes a 

loop from the Upper Macatawa Natural Area path to paths along Byron Road, 64th and Adams St. 

back to the park. Within the natural area, Ottawa County and the Fire Department are in the 

process of putting in posts that display GPS locations to help locate anyone who may be injured on 

the path within the woods. Mr. Myaard also informed the committee of Gentex’s new facility north 

of Riley and that the township’s sewer system is in the process of being switched over to the City 

of Zeeland’s system. 

 

B. Other Members – There were no other comments. 

  

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING –  
 

A. Mr. Rajadhyaksha noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

November 23, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. at the Olive Township Hall. There being no further 

business, it was moved by Mr. Hunsburger and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to 

adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, November 23, 2015 

12:00 noon at 

Olive Township Hall 

6480 136th Avenue, Holland, MI 49424 


