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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

October 23, 2017 

Holland City Hall 

270 S River Avenue 

Holland, MI 49423 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, David Van Ginhoven, Terry Nienhuis, Joe Baumann, Tom 

Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Kevin 

Klynstra, Glenn Nykamp, Russ TeSlaa  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Rob 

Vink, Amanda Price, Esther Fifelski  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Self- introductions were 

made. It was moved by Mr. TeSlaa, supported by Mr. Nienhuis to approve the September 25, 

2017 meeting minutes. Motion carried.   
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made.   

 

III. WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES 

 

A. Great Lakes Commission Grant Final Report – The MACC completed the Great 

Lakes Commission Grant in September 2017. The goal was to reduce sediment and phosphorus 

loss from agricultural fields using best management practices, specifically residue 

management, cover crops and gypsum application. In total, 4,133 acres of conservation 

practices were implemented that kept an estimated 740 tons of sediment and 4,836 pounds of 

phosphorus out of Lake Macatawa. 

 

B. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant Update – The MACC was awarded the 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant in April 2016. The grant is scheduled to end in March 

2019. There are currently 22 participating growers with 35 contracts signed to implement 

conservation on over 8,500 acres over the course of the grant. There is a total of $311,000 

available for best management practices and $144,000 is still available and not under contract. 

As of September 2017, $60,000 was paid out on contracts for over 1,100 acres of practice. 

Those practices have kept 1,552 tons of sediment and 2,095 pounds of phosphorous out of Lake 

Macatawa. 

 

C. Road-stream Crossing Inventory Update – The MACC began a volunteer program 

to inventory over 600 road-stream crossings in the Macatawa Watershed in April 2016. The 

goal to complete the inventory is to do about 60 sites each year for 10 years. Since May 2016, 

96 inventories were completed, 57 as part of the initial 2016 MiCorps grant and the rest during 

summer 2017. All sites have been entered into a database that calculates scores for fish passage 

and erosion severity. In total, 13 of the 96 sites scored severe for erosion and fish passage and 

another 2 scored severe for erosion and moderate for fish. The MACC intends to follow up and 

revisit these 15 sites to determine which, if any, should be replaced or restored. The MACC 

will work with the respective road and drain agencies as applicable. 
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D. Macatawa Watershed Green Stormwater Vision – The MACC is currently working 

on developing a vision for green stormwater implementation in the Macatawa Watershed. This 

effort is funded by the Community Foundation of the Holland Zeeland Area. The MACC will 

present the draft vision at a public meeting on November 14, 2017, 6:30 pm at the GVSU 

Meijer Campus. A brief overview will be presented at the November Policy Board meeting. 

 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 
 

A. 2017 PASER Road Condition Evaluations – Ms. Ulstad reported that the MACC is 

responsible for rating 50% of the federal aid road condition every year within the MACC area. 

Over the summer of 2017, the Ottawa County portion of the MACC was evaluated. She also 

explained the rating procedures, how the data is collected, and what technology is used to assist 

in the yearly assessments. 

 

B. 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan Development – MACC staff is working on 

tasks to begin developing a Long Range Transportation Plan through the year 2045. Initial tasks 

include traffic counts, collecting employment data, and confirming population and housing 

units within the MACC area. Ms. Hoekwater noted that local units of government are helping 

to review this socioeconomic data for the 2015 base year.  A scope of work and detailed 

timeline will be presented to the MACC Policy Board for review in January of 2018. 
 

C. Downtown Holland Traffic Study Public Input Meeting – Mr. Bulthuis reminded 

Committee members of the upcoming Downtown Holland Traffic Study public open house on 

November 16 from 5-7pm at Holland City Hall.  At this meeting results of the data collected 

this summer and fall will be presented.  Another objective of the event is to allow people to 

share their ideas on how moving around and through downtown can be improved. 

 

D.  MDOT/FHWA Comments – No representatives were present.  

 

V. MICHIGAN INFRASTRUCTURE ASSET MANAGEMENT PILOT – Mr. 

Bulthuis gave a brief update on the progress of this effort that is encompassing a 13-county 

area.  He noted that in order for the pilot to be successful, utility owners need to participate.  

He encouraged members who are utility owners to do so. 

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

   

A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report 

which reflects the entire fiscal year.  However, he noted there were several outstanding 

payables/receivables that were not included in the report. Revenues are at 66% and expenses 

at 61.2%. He asked if there were any questions concerning the report. There were none.  

 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  

 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

 

A.  Host Member: Mayor DeBoer welcomed the Board to the City of Holland. The City 

has hosted various conferences within the past few months including the Michigan Economic 

Development Association, the Michigan Municipal League, and the Holland Historic 

Association. Ms. DeBoer recently returned from Santa Fe, New Mexico where she attended 
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the Mayor’s Institute on City Design, a national conference. In addition, a week following the 

conference, a staff member from the institute toured the City of Holland and was given an 

overview of the city’s future development vision, including possible plans for the retired 

HBPW site located on Lake Macatawa. The meeting that took place and comments from 

external city planners and designers will be the starting point for the public planning process. 

In other news, new development is popping up on 8th street west of River, the City is starting 

their search for a new city manager, and tulip bulbs have been planted for 2018. 2019 planning 

of Tulip Time has also begun to celebrate the 90th birthday of the event.  

B. Other Members – There were no other comments by members.  
 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJOURNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

 

 


