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MINUTES 
 

MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 
TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

 
July 8, 2019, MACC Office 

 
 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES***  
Members Present: Craig Atwood (ACRC), Howard Baumann (Port Sheldon Twp.), Steve 
Bulthuis – Chair (Holland Charter Twp.), Matt Block (MDOT, Called-In), Danielle Bouchard 
(Ottawa County Planning), Ken DeWeerdt (Fillmore Twp.), Tom Doyle (MDOT, Called-In), 
Howard Fink (Park Twp.), Elisa Hoekwater (MAX Transit), Tyler Kent (MDOT), Brett Laughlin 
(OCRC), Al Meshkin (Laketown Twp.), Glenn Nykamp (Zeeland Charter Township),  Jon 
Roberts (MDOT), Brian White (City of Holland), Todd Wolters (Olive Twp.) 
 
Others Present: Tim Burkman (MACC), Mara Gericke (MACC), Dennis Grylicki (Public), 
Carolyn Ulstad (MACC), Meika Weiss (Pedal Holland) 
 
*** It was moved by Ms. Hoekwater and supported by Mr. Nykamp to approve the 
minutes of May 13, 2019. The motion carried. 
 
II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION- No comments were made. 
 
III. AMENDMENT TO THE MACC’S FY2017-2020 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM *** - Ms. Ulstad reviewed with the committee the three projects in the 
proposed amendment. The first change would add advance construct (AC) to Ottawa Beach 
Road’s traffic safety project which will install Rapid Rectangular Flashing Beacons (RRFB’s) 
at two locations and add pavement markings and signs at two other locations. The 
remaining two projects in the July amendment are for MAX Transit. Both jobs are seeking a 
phase budget update. When new job numbers were assigned due to a technical change 
needed within the online JobNet system, some of the funds had already been expended for 
the fiscal year under the old job ID number. The proposed budget change is to show how 
much money is leftover.  

 
*** It was moved by Mr. Atwood and supported by Mr. Laughlin to recommend that the 

MACC Policy Board approve the FY2017-2020 TIP Amendment. The motion carried.  

 

 

IV. PRESENTATION OF THE MACC’S TRAVEL DEMAND MODEL RESULTS 
Mr. Roberts updated the committee on MDOT’s travel demand model for the MACC region. 
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Roberts recently calibrated the 2015 base model in preparation for the 2045 horizon year. 
In the meeting he reviewed maps of the model outputs which showed where bottlenecks 
could occur, creating possible congestion during peak driving hours. Roberts ended by 
reviewing the timeline for when he will need to run the final model so that it can be included 
within the MACC’s 2045 LRTP.  
 
V. 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan – Future Project List – Ms. Ulstad updated the 

committee on where MACC staff is at within the planning process for the 2045 Long Range 

Transportation Plan (LRTP). As a next step, staff is seeking input on which projects should be included 

within the plan document. Specifically important to the MACC’s travel demand model will be the 

identification of any capacity projects that will either increase or decrease the number of lanes within 

a roadway.  

VI. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  
 
City of Holland – Mr. White reported that they are underway with upgrades at the rail 
crossing at Waverly Rd. and 40th St. Once the rail is complete, Waverly Rd. will have two 
miles of resurfacing which will likely start in August. The City is also making progress on 
their local 19th St. reconstruction job.  
 
Ottawa County Road Commission – 120th Ave. from New Holland St. to Port Sheldon St. 
has begun. The 120th segment from James St. to Riley St. has a letting date in August. Work 
has also started on Lakeshore Drive from Croswell St. to Fillmore St. as well as Riley St. from 
Lakeshore Dr. to Butternut Dr. The road commission will also be starting their cape seal 
program after the July 4th holiday.  
 
Allegan County Road Commission - Mr. Atwood reported that 64th Street in Laketown 
Township was completed at the end of May. 
 
Holland Charter Twp. – Mr. Bulthuis was pleased to let the committee know that their 
Quincy St. pathway project has been given the go-ahead and that both segments of the 
project have been deemed CMAQ eligible. He then went on to let the group know that the 
township will soon be renewing its comprehensive/master plan.    
 
Park Township – First, the township has begun deconstruction of a house on the south side 
of Lake Macatawa that will become a lakefront kayak park. In relation to road projects, the 
township will have some cape seal projects coming up and they recently completed fiber 
mat on other local roads.  
 

 
VII. OTHER BUSINESS – Ms. Ulstad notified the committee that the FY20-23 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) has been submitted to MDOT and FHWA. She 
then updated the group on the status of the traffic count program for FY19. Mr. Burkman 
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gave an update on the West Michigan Express initiative, which would create a commuter 
bus service between Holland and Grand Rapids along the Chicago Drive corridor.  The task 
force leaders will be making a presentation at the next Policy Board meeting and seeking 
approval of a resolution of support.   

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 
*** It was moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried. 

 
Next Meeting: 
August 12, 2019 

MACC Office 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 



Memo 

To: Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Members 

From: Carolyn Ulstad 

Date: September 3rd, 2019 

Re: 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan Capacity Projects ***  

MDOT staff is looking to include projects in the MACC’s 2045 Travel Demand Model that may, 
in the future, adjust current road capacity. This could include projects that are adding or 
removing travel lanes or adding continuous left turn lanes. Note that in addition to local future 
jobs, MDOT has three current projects that will be included in the model for years 2016, 2018, 
and 2019. We will be seeking action on this item so that the data can be used within the 2045 
Long Range Transportation Plan.  

2045 LONG-RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

Federal Aid Eligible Roads - MACC Area 
  

Holland 
Township   YEAR   

LOCATION LIMITS MILES OPEN IMPROVEMENT TYPE 

US-31 Lakewood Blvd Quincy Street 2.6 2016 
Improve and Expand 2 to 3 
lanes 

I-196 BL At 112th Avenue intersection N/A 2019 
No left turns except SB 112th 
to I-196 

Lakewood 
Boulevard* 

144th Avenue River Avenue 1.2 2024 
Improve and Expand 2 to 3 
lanes 

120th Avenue Riley Street Quincy Street 1.0 2030 
Improve and Expand 2 to 5 
lanes 

James Street 136th Avenue Beeline Road 0.8 2030 
Improve and Expand 3 to 5 
lanes 

James Street Beeline Road US-31 0.7 2030 
Improve and Expand 3 to 5 
lanes 

Riley Street Butternut Drive 136th Avenue 0.8 2035 
Improve and Expand 2 to 3 
lanes 

Douglas Avenue 144th Avenue River Avenue 1.4 2035 
Improve and Expand 4 to 5 
lanes 
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James Street 112th Avenue Chicago Drive 1.1 2040 
Improve and Expand 2 to 3 
lanes 

Riley Street 120th Avenue 112th Avenue 1.0 2045 
Improve and Expand 3 to 5 
lanes 

River Avenue CSX Crossing 136th Avenue 0.4 2045 
Improve and Expand 5 to 7 
lanes 

Park 
Township 

   YEAR  

LOCATION LIMITS MILES OPEN IMPROVEMENT TYPE 

Ottawa Beach 
Road 

160th Avenue 144th Avenue 2.1 2035 
Improve and Expand 4 to 5 
lanes 

Zeeland 
Township 

   YEAR  

LOCATION LIMITS MILES OPEN IMPROVEMENT TYPE 

I-196 BL At 84th Avenue intersection N/A 2018 New intersection 

96th Avenue Adams Street Perry Street 1.0 2035 
Improve and Expand 2 to 3 
lanes 

96th Avenue Perry Street BL-196 0.5 2035 
Improve and Expand 2 to 3 
lanes 

Fillmore 
Township 

 YEAR  

LOCATION LIMITS MILES OPEN IMPROVEMENT TYPE 

Blue Star 
Highway 

142nd 143rd 0.6 2022 
Add Continuous Center Turn 
Lane 

136th Avenue 50th M-40 1.34 2025 
Add Continuous Center Turn 
Lane 

Blue Star 
Highway 

141st 142nd 0.5 2030 
Add Continuous Center Turn 
Lane 

 

* Lakewood Blvd will be reconstructed to a 3 lane section except a 5 lane section would remain 
(and possibly extended from River to accommodate storage and turning movements.) The 4 
lane section would go away. 



Memo 

To: Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Members 

From: Carolyn Ulstad 

Date: September 3rd, 2019 

Re: 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan Vision Statement  

MACC staff is looking for feedback on the 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan’s (LRTP) 
vision statement, this is currently the same vision from the 2040 plan. MDOT went through a 
very thoughtful process to shape the State’s vision for their 2045 plan that included looking at 
various values we all share for our transportation network. Please review both visions and 
think about what could be added and/or changed for our region’s statement. We will plan to 
have a conversation around this during our next meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

MACC’s draft 2045 Vision 
 

A transportation system which supports the region’s economy and environmental 

sustainability, and continues to offer safe and efficient travel opportunities for 

people who live and work in the region, as well as visitors to the MACC Area.  

 



Memo 

To: Transportation Technical Advisory Committee Members 

From: Carolyn Ulstad 

Date: September 3rd, 2019 

Re: Review of draft 2045 LRTP Chapters  

Over the next few months, MACC staff will be providing the committee with draft chapters of 
the 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). Ideally, staff will be sending out 3-5 
chapters monthly in order to make review easier in small doses. Included for your review for 
the September meeting are chapters 1-3.  



Overview of Plan
Description of the MPO

Summary of Planning Process

Introduction

Chapter 1



 

 

Who is the MACC? 

The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council (MACC) is a Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO). The MACC was formed out of recognition of the need for greater 

cooperation and partnership among local units of government in the Holland/Zeeland 

area. As a result of the 1990 Census, the Holland/Zeeland area was designated as an 

urbanized area. Federal law requires that metropolitan areas with an urbanized area 

population of greater than 50,000 establish an MPO.  

MACC Area & Membership 

The current metropolitan planning area (MPA) is approximately 200 square miles and 

includes fifteen members; seven townships, two cities, Allegan and Ottawa County 

Board of Commissioners, Allegan and Ottawa County Road Commissions, the 

Macatawa Area Express Transit Authority, and Michigan Department of Transportation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: MACC Metropolitan Planning Area 



 

 

What does an MPO do? 

The MPO ensures that the area has a continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive 

transportation planning process. The MACC was designated as the MPO for the 

Holland/Zeeland area in 1993. The MACC’s planning process covers the area within its 

metropolitan planning area (MPA). Beyond transportation, the MACC has also 

addressed significant area-wide issues including water and air quality, census 

coordination, brownfield sites, crime prevention, service delivery, and helping to 

coordinate emergency response operations.   

 

Core Functions of the MPO: 

What is the Long Range Transportation Plan? 

The MACC is required by the federal government to complete a Long Range 

Transportation Plan (LRTP) every four years in order to receive federal funds.  To remain in 

compliance, a LRTP must maintain at least a 20 year planning horizon. The plan must be 

multimodal and should include, at a minimum, highway and transit infrastructure 

improvements. The 2045 LRTP was prepared as a regional guide for continued investment 

in each of the modes of transportation which currently serve visitors, residents and 

employers in the MACC Area: Roadways; Public Transit and Private Transportation 

 

 Establish a Regional Focus: Form a fair and impartial setting for regional 

decision making 

 

 Evaluate Alternatives: Identify transportation alternatives, scaled to the size 

and nature of the region’s transportation issues, and to the realistically 

available options 

 

 Maintain a Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP): Develop and update a 

fiscally constrained plan for a planning horizon of at least 20 years that 

fosters mobility and access for people and goods, efficient system 

performance and preservation, and quality of life.  

 

 Develop a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP): Create a four-year 

program based on the LRTP containing projects and programs designed to 

serve the area’s goals with financial, regulatory, and operation and 

maintenance tools.  

 

 Involve the Public: Include the general public and all the significantly 

affected sub-groups in the planning events throughout the year.  



 

 

(charter bus and taxi services); Non-Motorized (Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities); 

Passenger Rail Service; Passenger Air Service. The 2045 LRTP also summarizes freight 

movement in West Michigan and recognizes current and future needs with regard to 

trucking, freight railroads, waterways, and air cargo. The plan includes an inventory of 

existing and proposed transportation facilities and identifies those serving national and 

regional transportation operations over the 25-year horizon of the plan. 

 

The 2045 LRTP establishes goals and objectives to develop a multimodal transportation 

network which provides efficient access to employment, retail, community services, and 

residential areas while minimizing environmental impacts and preserving investments to 

the existing transportation system. The LRTP also includes a set of measures to evaluate 

whether goals are being met and track progress over time.   

The LRTP Planning Process 

The 2045 Plan focuses upon eight federal planning factors which are reflective of the 

transportation legislation - MAP-21: Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century. These 

planning factors were used to create goals and objectives for the 2040 Long Range 

Transportation Plan and create a performance-based approach to review proposed 

projects to both evaluate the plan and continue monitoring the performance of the 

transportation system.   

 

Planning Factors 

1. Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling 

global competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency. 

2. Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and non-

motorized users. 

3. Increase the security of the transportation system for motorized and non-

motorized users. 

4. Increase the accessibility and mobility options available to people and for 

freight. 

5. Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, improve 

the quality of life, and promote consistency between transportation improvements 

and State and local planned growth and economic development patterns. 

6. Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across 

and between modes, for people and freight. 

7. Promote efficient system management and operation. 

8. Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system. 

 



 

 

Public and Stakeholder Involvement  

As the planning for the 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan began in January of 2019, 

MACC staff looked at ways to improve public outreach and education.  A database of 

local officials and transportation stakeholders was reviewed and updated. We also 

expanded the consultation list of individuals, employers, and community organizations to 

invite a larger audience to participate in the transportation planning process.   

Recognizing the importance of social media and online news sources, the MACC Public 

Participation Plan was updated (August 2018). While we continued to publish public 

notices and advertisements in the local newspapers, we also used social media sites such 

as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to reach new audiences. An online transportation 

survey was developed to encourage people to share their views. The MACC sponsored 

Green Commute Week program also helped to educate people about the planning 

process and encourage them to offer public input. 

MACC staff then began a series of meetings to hear from law enforcement agencies 

and fire departments; freight shippers and providers of freight transportation services; 

railroad companies; environmental organizations; major employers; tourism offices; 

interested citizens; hospitals and human service agencies; and schools. These meetings 

provided the opportunity to communicate regional planning goals and receive 

feedback on community priorities.   

In addition to these efforts to increase public and stakeholder involvement, we placed 

an emphasis on reaching individuals and groups who were unaware of the MACC or 

who did not recognize how they could be involved in the planning process.  Public input 

surveys and notices were published in Spanish and were also distributed throughout the 

community. MACC staff also met with several community organizations to identify barriers 

to participation and organized outreach strategies to address these barriers. 
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The MACC Region 

Within the planning area of the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council (MACC), it is 

estimated, based on 2017 and 2018 estimates,  that approximately 125,964 people live 

within the nine local units of government (refer to Figure 1). Settled by Dutch immigrants 

in the 1840’s, the area today is home to people of many ethnic backgrounds.  The 

economic base is also diverse with automotive, office furniture, food processing and 

agricultural sectors having a significant presence. Its location adjacent to Lake Michigan 

and access to many area parks makes it a popular summer tourist destination which adds 

greatly to the local economy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: MACC Area Natural Features (Rivers, Lakes, Parks, etc.) 



 

 

Transportation History  

The early settlers dug a channel suitable for commercial purposes from the Holland 

Harbor to Lake Michigan that allowed for the transport of timber and other materials to 

the Chicago area. By 1871, two railroad companies had extended lines to Holland that 

greatly expanded intra- and interstate travel. US-31 would later serve that purpose as 

automobile travel became more popular. The completion of Interstate 196 in the 1970’s 

connected the MACC area to that national roadway network. A publicly-owned general 

aviation airport was established by the City of Holland in 1996 and passenger rail service, 

provided by Amtrak’s Pere Marquette, was initiated in 1984. An extensive non-motorized 

network, beyond traditional city sidewalks, began in the late 1970’s which has helped the 

region become more multimodal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figures 3 & 4: Historic photos of 8th Street in Holland, MI.   Credit: Holland Museum  



 

 

Current Transportation in the Region 

The MACC area transportation system encompasses all modes of transportation with a 

general aviation airport, two Class A rail lines, a public transit system (11 fixed routes and 

demand response service), an extensive non-motorized pathway network and 

commercial harbor serving business and recreational users. Figure 5 illustrates the 

roadway network in the MACC, which includes segments of interstate (I-196), US routes 

(US 31) and numerous other state trunklines (M-121, M-40, BL-196). The Pere Marquette 

passenger rail line as well as freight railroad lines are also shown.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Figure 5: MACC Road and Rail Network 
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The Vision and Direction for the Region  

The 2045 LRTP establishes goals and objective to develop a multimodal transportation 

network which provides efficient access to employment, retail, community services, and 

residential areas. Through a detailed analysis of future development scenarios, the 2045 

LRTP focuses on the relationship between the transportation network and surrounding 

land uses. Incorporating scenario planning into the plan development process offers a 

tool to evaluate projects and offers the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council the 

opportunity to apply performance measures which can be used to track progress 

overtime.  

Federal Guidance 

Direction for the 2045 LRTP comes directly from the national surface transportation 

legislation signed on July 6, 2012. Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century, also 

known as MAP-21. MAP-21 “creates a streamlined, performance-based, and multimodal 

program to address many challenges facing the U.S. transportation system. These 

challenges include improving safety, maintaining infrastructure condition, reducing 

traffic congestion, improving efficiency of the system and freight movement, protecting 

the environment, and reducing delays in project delivery”1. MAP-21 establishes national 

performance goals for Federal highway programs:  

 

Safety — Achieve a significant reduction in traffic fatalities and serious injuries on 

all public roads. 

Infrastructure condition — Maintain the highway infrastructure asset system in a 

state of good repair.  

Congestion reduction — Achieve a significant reduction in congestion on the 

NHS (National Highway System). 

System reliability — Improve the efficiency of the surface transportation system.  

                                              
1 Federal Highway Administration, Office of Policy and Governmental Affairs, Moving Ahead for 

Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21):  A Summary of Highway Provisions, July 17, 2012 

 

2045 Vision 

A transportation system which supports the region’s economy and 

environmental sustainability, and continues to offer safe and efficient travel 

opportunities for people who live and work in the region, as well as visitors to 

the MACC Area.  

 



 

 

Freight movement and economic vitality — Improve the national freight network, 

strengthen the ability of rural communities to access national and international 

trade markets, and support regional economic development. 

Environmental sustainability — Enhance the performance of the transportation 

system while protecting and enhancing the natural environment. 

Reduced project delivery delays — Reduce project costs, promote jobs and the 

economy, and expedite the movement of people and goods by accelerating 

project completion through eliminating delays in the project development and 

delivery process, including reducing regulatory burdens and improving 

agencies’ work practices.  

Federal and State Partners 

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has incorporated statewide 

performance goals, measures, and targets. MDOT and the Michigan Division of the 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) have also offered guidance on the 

performance-based planning process to the Metropolitan Planning Organizations 

(MPO’s) in Michigan.  The MACC has adhered to the federal requirements of MAP-21 [23 

USC 134 (i)] and the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations [23 CFR Part 450.322] in the 

development of this long range transportation planning document, the MACC 2045 LRTP.  

Local Planning Priorities  

The MACC 2045 LRTP provides direction for future investments in the regional 

transportation system which will be collectively implemented by members of the 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council and other partners in the community. This regional 

long range transportation planning document also incorporates a variety of local 

planning priorities that are working in a concerted effort to strengthen sustainable 

practices through design and operations. Recognizing the three pillars of sustainability2 – 

environment, society and economy, the MACC 2045 LRTP includes goals and objectives 

for the regional transportation system that will help the Macatawa Area Coordinating 

Council to protect the natural environment, ensure basic mobility to all persons and 

goods, and strengthen the region’s economy.   

 

 

 

 

 

                                              
2 http://www.epa.gov/sustainability/ 



 

 

Goals and Objectives 

Comprehensive Planning - Transportation planning and the system it designs shall be 

comprehensive and coordinated with other planning efforts.  

• The MACC LRTP shall be coordinated with and complement MACC members’ 

master/land use and other plans. 

• The MACC LRTP shall be coordinated with the State Long Range Transportation 

Plan (MI Transportation Plan) as well as other Michigan Department of 

Transportation plans. 

• The MACC LRTP will consider the planning factors contained in the Moving Ahead 

for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21). 

 

ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS - Planning efforts must recognize funding 

availability when designing the system, ensure the best allocation of those resources, and 

promote the development of a system that is an economic asset to the region. 

• The transportation system will encourage employment retention and attract new 

employment to the MACC area. 

• Transportation improvements will be cost-effective and maximize long term 

benefits. 

• Transportation system investments from federal and state sources will be actively 

pursued. 

• Transportation system investments from the private sector and private/public 

partnerships will be encouraged. 

 

EFFICIENCY - The transportation system shall be configured and utilized in the most 

efficient manner possible. 

• Transportation projects that reduce distance and time spent traveling shall be 

promoted. 

• The existing transportation infrastructure system shall be preserved and 

maintained. 

• The transportation system shall encourage the multiple use of transportation right-

of-ways by different modes. 

• Expansion of the transportation system, to accommodate the MACC-area’s 

growth, will be completed and regionally coordinated. 



 

 

 

MOBILITY - The transportation system will ensure basic mobility to all persons and goods 

and allow them to arrive at their destination in a timely manner. 

• Special consideration will be given to the development of transportation services 

that provide opportunities for persons who currently have limited mobility. 

• Transit and non-motorized alternatives will be considered with street and highway 

improvements. 

• The transportation system will provide continuous service and needed capacity 

across large portions of the region. 

 

LAND USE AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS - The transportation system shall maximize 

positive impacts and minimize disruption of existing and anticipated land uses in the 

MACC area, as well as maintain and improve the quality of the environment. 

• The transportation system shall minimize interference with existing neighborhoods 

and minimize negative effects on commercial and industrial facilities. 

• The impacts of the transportation system shall not be disproportionately adverse 

on minority or low-income populations  

• The impacts of the transportation system on open spaces and prime agricultural 

lands shall be minimized. 

• The impacts of the transportation system on air pollutant emissions shall be 

minimized. 

• The impacts of the transportation system on water quality, including storm water 

quality, shall be minimized. 

• The transportation system shall minimize the energy resources consumed for 

transportation.  

 

ACCESSIBILITY - The transportation system will be available to all persons. 

• The transportation system will be designed to provide access to employment, 

education, medical/essential services, shopping, and recreational opportunities 

for those who do not own cars or have other transportation barriers  

• The transportation system will provide appropriate access to and from major land 

uses.  

 



 

 

SAFETY AND SECURITY - The transportation system shall be safe and secure for all users. 

• The transportation system shall minimize traffic crashes and the severity of 

casualties from crashes. 

• The transportation system shall minimize rail/auto/transit conflicts. 

• The transportation system shall minimize motorized/non-motorized conflicts. 

• The MACC, recognizing the fact that prudent driver behavior and compliance 

with traffic safety laws are a necessary component of a safe transportation system, 

encourages the promotion of driver safety and other safety education programs. 

• The MACC encourages the development of appropriate emergency relief and 

disaster preparedness strategies for motorized and non-motorized users. 

 

Plans Reviewed  

State 

A variety of planning documents were reviewed while preparing the MACC Long Range 

Transportation Plan. Below is a list of State Plans which were used to understand goals 

and objectives, measure of the condition of the transportation system, as well as 

transportation investments planned by the Michigan Department of Transportation. 

 2040 State Long-Range Transportation Plan: Moving Michigan Forward (2016) 

 Michigan State Rail Plan (2011) 

 Michigan Freight Plan (2017) 

 State 2020-2023 Transportation Improvement Program (2019) 

 State of Michigan Strategic Highway Safety Plan (2017) 

 Congestion and Mobility Report:  Chapter 3 – Grand Region (2017) 

 Community and Economic Benefits of Bicycling in Michigan (2014) 

 Best Design Practices for Walking and Bicycling in Michigan (2014) 

 

National & Regional  

The Macatawa Area Coordinating Council is in a unique position to promote 

transportation infrastructure which both addresses future transportation needs and 

mitigates negative impacts on the natural environment. Having annual programs which 

focus on the Macatawa Watershed Project and the regional transportation system as a 



 

 

metropolitan planning organization (MPO), MACC staff regularly educate local units of 

government on both of these topics.  

 Macatawa Watershed Management Plan (2012) 

 EPA’s Enhancing Sustainable Communities With Green Infrastructure (2014) 

 NACTO’s Urban Street Stormwater Guide (2017) 

 NACTO’s Urban Street Design Guide (2013) 

 NACTO’s Urban Bikeway Design Guide (2014) 

County 

A variety of planning documents and resources were reviewed to provide background 

on development plans and policies within Ottawa and Allegan Counties. Below is a list 

of materials that were particularly relevant for the development of the MACC 2040 Long 

Range Transportation Plan: 

 Ottawa County Road Commission Strategic Improvement Plan 2019-2023 (2018) 

 Ottawa County Planning & Performance Improvement Annual Report (2018) 

 West Michigan Transit Linkages Study Report (2012) 

 Allegan County Transportation Five Year Strategic Plan (2012) 

 

Local 

Transportation and Land Use - The development of the 2045 LRTP provided the 

opportunity to look at the relationship between the transportation network and 

surrounding land uses through an alternative planning scenario project. Future 

development is to be evaluated with regard to impacts on air and water quality.  Multiple 

alternative development scenarios were created using CommunityViz software. Further 

details regarding the development patterns and alternative land use scenarios are 

discussed in Chapter 8 – Trends and Projections. 

 

Parks and Recreation Plans – In addition to the local master plans, zoning ordinances, 

and site design guidelines that were reviewed for the alternative planning scenario 

project, we also reviewed community plans for parks and recreation.   

 

 City of Holland Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update (2019) 

 Holland Township Parks & Recreation Plan (2014)   

 City of Zeeland Master Plan – Chapter 4 Parks/Open Space (2011) 

 Laketown Township Community Parks and Recreation Plan (2018) 



 

 

 Olive Township Master Plan  - Transportation, Utilities, and Recreation (2009) 

 Port Sheldon Master Plan (2017) 

 Port Sheldon Township Community Park Plan (2016) 

 Zeeland Township Master Plan (2019) 

 

Corridor Studies – The M-40 Operational /Safety Analysis was prepared for the Macatawa 

Area Coordinating Council and partnering organizations in November of 2011. This 

corridor study has continued to be a resource as communities along the corridor work 

with the Michigan Department of Transportation to improve safety and minimize conflicts 

between automobiles and trucks turning out of the Tulip City Truck Stop and along the 

corridor. 

 

Household Financial Studies – The United Way has created the ALICE report. ALICE stands 

for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, and Employed and represents those who are 

working within a given community but still struggle financially. The 2019 report examines 

poverty rates throughout the state of Michigan, including Allegan and Ottawa counties. 

Another project housed under United Way is Ottawa Housing Next (OHN). OHN’s 2017 

study evaluated various elements such as housing stock, housing cost, income supports, 

and public policy related to housing.  

 

Utility Plans – Within the MACC Area, the Holland Board of Public Works launched P21, 

Power for the 21st Century, which both informed the community about future energy 

strategies, and sought community input. The Holland BPW decided to construct a 

combined-cycle natural gas power plant, which opened started producing power in 

2017. The Holland BPW also has power purchase agreements for wind-energy and landfill 

gas power plants.  Holland BPW employees are regular participants of the MACC’s Green 

Commute Week program, and have fulfilled pledges to walk, bike, carpool, and use 

public transportation to travel to work. 

 

Energy/Climate Change Plans - The Zeeland board of Public Works has developed an 

Energy Optimization (EO) plan to achieve targets for energy savings. The City of Holland 

has also developed a Community Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy, 

prepared by Garforth International, and in collaboration with the Holland Board of Public 

Works. The Community Energy Plan has identified a variety of goals and strategies 

including the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions per capita from the baseline level 

of 24 metric tons in 2010, to 10 metric tons by 2050. “Under guidance from the 

Sustainability Committee, the City, HBPW, and the public, the Project Work Team (PWT) 

was challenged to create a world-class energy plan for the City that goes far beyond 

incremental efficiency improvements. Implementation of this plan will achieve 

breakthrough levels of economic and environmental performance with high levels of 

reliability and quality”3. The Holland Board of Public Works received a federal grant to 

                                              
3 Holland Community Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy, 2011 



 

 

install electric vehicle charging stations throughout the City of Holland, and the City of 

Zeeland, demonstrating the community’s commitment to supporting sustainable 

transportation. 

 


