
 

MINUTES 

 

MACATAWA AREA COORDINATING COUNCIL 

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

 

September 8, 2014, MACC Office 
 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 

Members Present:  Don Komejan (Chair), Scott Nienhuis (Vice Chair), Howard 

Baumann, Ken DeWeerdt, Brett Laughlin, Linda LeFebre, Paul Lott, Al Meshkin, 

LeighAnn Mikesell, Glenn Nykamp, Steve Redmond, Brian White 

 

Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Robbert Maffeo 

 

***It was moved by Mr. DeWeerdt and supported by Mr. Redmond to approve 

the minutes of August 11, 2014.  The motion carried. 

 

II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no members of the public who wished to speak. 

 

III. 2040 LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

A. Travel Demand Forecast Modeling*** – Ms. Hoekwater gave an update on the 

MACC alternative development scenario project and reported that work has been 

completed to evaluate three future scenarios:  current trends, alternative transportation 

(transit and non-motorized), and conservation priorities. She introduced Robert 

Maffeo of the Michigan Department of Transportation, who has taken over the 

modeling tasks for Jennifer Osborne.   

 

Mr. Maffeo presented highlights of recent model runs and explained the differences 

between the 2010 model results, current trends projected to the year 2040, and current 

trends projected to the year 2040 + proposed improvement and expansion (I & E) 

projects. Of the 450 total miles in the MACC Area, 5.1 miles (1.1%) were identified in 

2010 as congested with a Level of Service (LOS) over 1.0, and 10.9 miles (2.4%) were 

identified as nearing capacity (LOS 0.8 – 1.0).  Looking at projections for the year 

2040, there will be 9.6 miles of congested roadways (2.1 %), and 20 miles of 

roadways that are nearing capacity (4.4%).    When the proposed improvement and 

expansion (I & E) projects are included in the analysis, the mileage of roadways that 

are expected to be at capacity increases slightly to 11 miles (2.4%), however, 

roadways nearing capacity is reduced to 17.2 miles (3.8%).  

 

 

Policy Board 

 

 William Vanderbilt 

 Blaine Koops 

 Hannes Meyers, Jr. 

 Pankaj Rajadhyaksha 

 

Howard Baumann, Jr. 

Joseph Baumann 

Thomas Bird 

Ken DeWeerdt 

Kurt Dykstra 

Terry Hofmeyer 

Gerald Hunsburger 

John Kleinheksel 

Kevin Klynstra 

John Lanum 

Al Myaard 

Terry Nienhuis 

Jim Storey 

Russ Te Slaa 

Todd Wolters 

 

      

       

 Executive Committee 
 

      

       

 Executive Committee 
 



MACC Technical Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

September 8, 2014 

Page 2 

 

The Technical Committee discussed the initial modeling results, noting that congestion is still 

expected along US-31, Riley to Chicago, and Chicago to Lincoln.  It was also noted that 

intersection improvements, signal timing, and other operation improvements may also be needed 

– but are not reflected in the modeling results.  

 

Mr. Maffeo discussed the evaluation of potential route changes and bus frequencies for MAX 

fixed route services. Non-motorized and transit trips are removed from the road network and the 

travel demand model is used to evaluate impacts on traffic congestion. Though there were hopes 

of modeling impacts of an expanded transit service area, increased frequencies, and illustrating a 

return in the transit investments, Mr. Maffeo informed the Technical Committee that the regional 

travel demand model does not visibly show large changes in traffic patterns due to route changes 

or service frequencies. This is due in part to the size of the analysis zones. The total number of 

congested roadway miles would decrease slightly and the most congested roadways (with a 

Level of Service of 1.0 or greater) would also be expected to be less – however, the model is 

simply not sensitive enough to provide the additional detail that the Technical Committee had 

hoped to see.  The regional travel demand model does not currently tell us if there would be new 

transit riders or if existing riders would be served more efficiently.  Mr. Maffeo recommended a 

microsimulation model which could be used for the development of the next Long Range 

Transportation Plan (LRTP).   

 

***It was moved by Mr. White and supported by Mr. Meshkin to endorse the travel 

demand forecast modeling process and outputs to date, as presented by staff.  The motion 

carried. 

 
B. Proposed Project List and Map*** -  The Technical Committee reviewed a preliminary list 

and map of proposed improvement and expansion (I & E) projects which are needed for future 

modeling work.  The Committee recognized that this map of proposed projects may be subject to 

change as the preliminary project list changes. 

***It was moved by Mr. Redmond and supported by Mr. Lott to endorse the 2040 Long 

Range Transportation Plan Project map, dated July 30, 2014.  The motion carried. 

C. Emergency Relief and Disaster Preparedness – Ms. Hoekwater reported on a goal of the 

MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) which is to develop a transportation 

system which is safe and secure for all of its users. Materials from FEMA have been shared with 

members of the Technical Committee regarding National Preparedness Month – September 

2014.  The Ready Campaign offers tools for local units of government to increase disaster 

awareness. 

 

MACC staff is coordinating with local road agencies and transportation providers to identify 

system security and emergency preparedness plans which are currently in place. MACC Staff is 

also seeking input from the Ottawa County Emergency Services Department, which has been 

working with local units of government to prepare plans and strategies (regarding mitigation, 

preparedness, response, and recovery). 
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IV. AMENDMENTS TO FY 2014-2017 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM (TIP)***  - Mr. Bulthuis provided background on two projects programmed for 

FY 2015 which are need of additional funding and explained that there is an unprogrammed 

balance of $241,000 in Surface Transportation Program (STP) funding for fiscal year 2015.  The 

Technical Committee discussed staff recommendations to allocate these funds to the 9
th

 Street 

project (Washington Avenue – 8
th

 Street transition) and 60
th

 Street (146
th

 Avenue – city 

limits)/146
th

 Avenue (60
th

 Street – city limits). 

 

***It was moved by Ms. LeFebre and supported by Mr. Nienhuis to recommend that the 

Policy Committee approve the amendments to the 2015 program of the FY 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program as presented in the memo dated September 2, 2014.  

The motion carried. 

   

V.  PERE MARQUETTE 30
TH

 ANNIVERSARY, SEPT. 16, 2014 (7:50 a.m.)  

Members of the MACC Transportation Technical Committee were invited to attend the 30
th

 

Anniversary celebration of the Pere Marquette passenger rail line.  Each of the Pere Marquette 

stations are planning to have speakers and celebrate the anniversary with passengers and local 

transportation stakeholders. The event is being coordinated by members of the Westrain 

Committee and is sponsored by Amtrak and the Michigan Department of Transportation. 

 

VI. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  

The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and other 

members of the Technical Committee: 

 

Michigan Department of Transportation – Planning – Mr. Lott reported on procedural 

changes proposed by MDOT for TIP project listings, which include TIP amendments and 

modifications. Ms. Mikesell - Muskegon TSC, reported on the design of US-31 from the county 

line to 8
th

 Street, which his to be resurfaced in 2015.  MDOT staff is working to complete current 

design work on this project. 

 

City of Holland – Mr. White reported on the multi-use path on M-40 which began on September 

3.  The City of Holland also began work on the 16
th

 Street project (Waverly Road to Quarterline 

Road).   

 

City of Zeeland – Mr. Nienhuis reported that the Centennial Street project has been delayed as it 

will require CSX permitting.  This project will begin next Spring and will include E. Lincoln 

Avenue to Riley Street. 

 

Macatawa Area Coordinating Council – Ms. Ulstad reported that MACC staff will be working 

with the Ottawa County Road Commission to evaluate local roads, using PASER.   

 

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

MACC Non-motorized Plan Update – Ms. Hoekwater shared results of a study released by the 
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Michigan Department of Transportation which calculates the economic and community benefits 

of bicycling in Michigan – and in the MACC Area. A press release was sent by MDOT on 

8/14/2014 illustrating that statewide bicycling provides $668 million per year.  Holland was 

selected as a case study and has an estimated benefit of $6.4 million per year. The draft 

document is being revised to include this information and will be brought back to the MACC 

Policy Committee for final review and approval. 

 

Report on 2014 PASER Road Evaluations – Ms. Ulstad reported that PASER data has been 

collected for all federal aid roads within the Ottawa County portion of the MACC Area. As 

mentioned previously, MACC staff is available to assist the Ottawa County Road Commission 

with the evaluation of local roads. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 

 

Next Meeting:   October 13, 2014  MACC Office 

10:00 a.m. 


