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I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES*** 
Members Present: Linda LeFebre (Chair), Scott Nienhuis (Vice Chair), Larry Brown, Howard 
Baumann, Ken DeWeerdt, David Fairchild, Marc Fredrickson (MDOT, Muskegon TSC), Don 
Komejan, Brett Laughlin, Al Meshkin, Glenn Nykamp, Steve Redmond, Danielle Stack (filling 
in for Paul Sachs, Ottawa County Planning & Performance Improvement), Brian White, Todd 
Wolters 

 
Others Present:  Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Meika Weiss 
 
***It was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. Baumann to approve the 
minutes of August 8, 2016. The motion carried. 
 
II. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The Transportation Technical Committee welcomed Meika Weiss, Chair of Pedal Holland, a 
local group promoting cycling for all ages and abilities in the Holland area. Pedal Holland has 
been involved in the process of drafting a new Bike Plan for the City of Holland and the group 
would like to be more informed of regional non-motorized planning priorities. 
 
III. RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR M-40/48TH STREET*** 
Mr. Bulthuis shared a resolution drafted in support of improvements to the intersection of M-
40 and 48th Street in Fillmore Township. Mr. Bulthuis noted that staff was seeking action to 
recommend that the resolution be approved by the MACC Policy Committee. Technical 
Committee members discussed options to address safety concerns at this location.  Mr. Brown 
reported that property has been purchased at this intersection and the Allegan County Road 
Commission is requesting this study due to speed concerns along M-40, and future plans to 
expand the bus garage for Hamilton Public Schools.  Discussion followed. 
 
***It was moved by Mr. Nykamp and supported by Mr. DeWeerdt to recommend that 
the MACC Policy Committee approve the resolution supporting improvements to the M-
40/48th Street intersection. MDOT representatives abstained. The motion carried. 

IV. REVIEW OF PRELIMINARY REMI 2045 FORECAST –  Ms. Hoekwater 
provided a presentation of preliminary forecast results prepared by the University of Michigan 
Institute for Research on Labor, Employment, and the Economy.   
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Reviewing the average annual growth in Michigan personal income, it was noted that the percent of 
growth in Michigan earnings from 2010-2015 are expected to be slightly higher than national estimates 
(2.3% compared to 2.0%). Growth in personal income is also expected to be slightly better than national 
estimates over the next 15 years (1.9% compared to 1.4%), however, Michigan’s income growth is not 
expected to return to boom years of the 1990’s through the forecast period. Employment levels in the 
State of Michigan may return to the 2000 peak by the year 2022. This is the same year that Michigan’s 
population growth is expected to return to the levels observed in 2004. International migration is 
expected to have a strong impact on the total population through the year 2045. The REMI forecasters 
note that “without international migration, Michigan would be shrinking at an accelerating pace after 
2035”.  Members of the Technical Committee noted that in the next 30 years, there will be declines in 
youth (ages 0-17, 18-24) and increases in seniors between the ages of 65 – 84. Discussion focused on 
implications for the regional transportation network. The committee noted growth in smaller households 
with an aging population. The transportation system must be designed to accommodate older residents 
in order to keep people living in their homes and in the regional community.  

V. REGIONAL TRANSIT ACCESS AND CONNECTIVITY STUDY UPDATE –  Mr. 
Bulthuis previously reported that phase one of the study will focus on current transit service and that 
phase two of the study will look at unserved areas in the region and the propensity for transit service.  
Ms. Hoekwater noted that the Park Township board approved a memorandum of understanding on 
August 11 and MACC staff has begun working to collect the data needed for the analysis and a sketch 
planning tool has been identified.  The purpose of the study is to evaluate the feasibility of providing 
transit service to residents within Park Township. This will be a 5 month study (Sept 2016 – Jan 2017) 
to evaluate the provision of transit service within next 12 – 24 months.  

Once data has been collected, a series of interviews will be scheduled to identify special generators. 
Data will be used to determine what ridership demand will be, compare with 10 year operating trends, 
and present anticipated projections. The study committee will then look at various transit options, 
prepare cost estimates, and identify the best way to serve areas with projected ridership. 
 
VI. MACC STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS / MEMBER REPORTS  
The following reports were given by the Michigan Department of Transportation and members of the 
Technical Committee: 

 
City of Holland - Mr. White reported on the 9th Street project, noting that brick paver and snowmelt 
work is to be finished by the end of September. State Street and Central Ave will be repaved after the 
snowmelt system is completed in October. Mr. White also reported that the City of Holland intends to 
begin local street paving in September and October. During this time Graafschap Road will be repaved 
and widened between the City limits and 40th Street.  
 
City of Zeeland – Mr. Nienhuis reported that two local street projects have been completed:  S. Park 
Street (E. Main Avenue to Rich Avenue), and S. Jefferson Street (W. Washington Avenue to W. Central 
Avenue). A shared use pathway on S. Fairview Road is to be paved this week, with work to be 
completed next week on boardwalk and bridges. Intersection improvements are also planned at Taft 
Street and W. Central Avenue, Centennial Street and Roosevelt Avenue. 
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Port Sheldon Township – Mr. Baumann reported that the Ottawa County Road Commission is 
completing six miles of chip seal in the Township.  
 
Allegan County Road Commission – Mr. Brown informed the Technical Committee that the bid for a 
one-mile segment of separated shared use path has been submitted for Blue Star Highway (Maple Street 
to North Street). The bid was 29% over the estimate and has not yet been accepted. Safety 
improvements have been completed along 142nd Avenue (39th Street to 38th Street). Chip seal work is 
also scheduled to be finished in September, 
 
Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement – Ms. Stack reported on a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to celebrate the first phase of the Spoonville Trail. Plans are also underway to apply for 
funding to repave Leonard Road and Lakeshore Drive and add a four foot paved shoulder. A preliminary 
project map for this grant application will be prepared by the end of September. 
 
Ottawa County Road Commission – Mr. Laughlin reported on the 136th Avenue reconstruction, noting 
that concrete curb is to be completed and then repaving will be scheduled at the end of October. Adams 
Street repaving is scheduled next week (96th Avenue to 88th Avenue). 

 
Michigan Department of Transportation – Muskegon TSC – Mr. Fredrickson provided an update on 
design work to realign Cabill Drive with 64th.  BL-196 bridge approaches are also to be repaved this fall. 
 
Michigan Department of Transportation – Bureau of Planning – Mr. Fairchild reported that the FY 
2016 UWP amendment has been approved and funds have been obligated for the Downtown Holland 
Traffic Circulation Study. 

 
VII. OTHER BUSINESS 

   
A. US-31 Reconstruction Update – Mr. Fredrickson reported that US-31 continues to be on schedule.  
The intersection of Quincy Road has been re-opened.  James Street will be closed next, with Felch, 
Riley, and 8th Street intersections closing in the next 3 weeks.  A top course will be put on the 
southbound lanes at the end of this work, after southbound lanes are completed. US-31 bridge painting is 
scheduled to occur in 2017.  

 
B. PASER Data Collection Update for Allegan And Ottawa Counties –Allegan County Federal Aid 
roads have been rated. Federal Aid roads in Blendon Township have been rated within Ottawa County. 
MACC staff has been asked to rate Federal Aid roads within the MACC Area and will begin this week.  
Looks like weather will cooperate with us! 
 
C. Big Jump Grant – The City of Holland will take the lead as the applicant, Pedal Holland and the 
MACC will offer support on the project team. This grant opportunity is very similar to a grant we 
received from the CDC to increase walkability in the Holland Heights neighborhood and along 8th 
Street. MACC staff will help to demonstrate regional commitment to this effort.  The grant application is 
due Friday, October 28, 2016. 
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D. Green Commute School Challenge - October 5, 2016 is National Walk to School Day. We are 
working with coordinators of the Safe Routes to School program and have reached out to local schools 
to promote this event and encourage students to green commute. Materials will be sent to schools this 
week and prizes will be awarded following the event. Ms. Hoekwater asked for support from members 
of the Technical Committee to share this information with residents. 
 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING 
*** The Committee agreed to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Next Meeting:   October 10, 2016 MACC Office 
10:00 a.m. 


