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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
September 23, 2013 
Holland City Hall 

270 S. River Avenue 
Holland, MI  49423 

12:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT:  Bill Vanderbilt (chair), Howard Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Kurt 
Dykstra, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, John Lanum, Al Myaard, 
Terry Nienhuis, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Greg 
Chandler, Rep. Joe Haveman, John Langdon, Steve Redmond 
 
I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 
introductions, a motion was made by Mr. DeWeerdt and supported by Mr. Hofmeyer to 
approve the August 26, 2013 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.  
 
II. FY2013 BUDGET AMENDMENT #2– Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the year-end FY13 
budget amendment that was included in the agenda packet.  He explained that the amendment 
modified several line items resulting in projected revenues of $1,204,954 and expenses of 
$1,143,863.  A motion to approve budget amendment #2 as presented was made by Mr. 
Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Kleinheksel.  Motion carried. 

 
III.  TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

A. Regional Prosperity Initiative – Mr. Bulthuis described the Regional 
Prosperity Initiative unveiled by Governor Snyder last month.  The goals and structure of the 
program were explained.  It was noted that $2.5 million in state funding is being made 
available to MPOs or regional planning agencies that want to undertake activities to further the 
goals of the program.  Mr. Bulthuis stated that he has been working with his MPO/regional 
planning counterparts to develop a joint application for funding.  It appears that the Grand 
Valley Metropolitan Council is willing to serve as the applicant and fiduciary agent.  The grant 
application is due November 1.  Several issues including the primary content of the required 
prosperity plan and who will be responsible for drafting it are issues that need to be resolved.  
Mr. Bulthuis stated that the application needs endorsement from the MACC and staff will be 
seeking action endorsing the application at the October meeting.        

 
B. Non- Motorized Planning Update – Ms. Hoekwater provided an update on 

the latest non-motorized planning activities, including the completion of the regional Non-
Motorized Plan, an analysis of the economic benefits of bicycling in Michigan, and planning 
for a community safety forum. The vision for the regional Non-Motorized Plan is to “create a 
connected network of bicycle and pedestrian facilities providing opportunities for safe and 
efficient travel through the MACC area”.  Early in the planning process, the Policy Committee 
approved four primary goals in support of this vision.  MACC staff has been working with the 
Transportation Technical Committee to review proposed routes and intersection 
improvements, estimate project costs, and provide recommendations to increase safety for 
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residents and employees who walk and/or bike.  Ms. Hoekwater reviewed objectives to 
implement the draft Non-Motorized Plan.  Policy Committee members discussed the 
importance of safety education.  Staff has asked for input from local law enforcement and is 
planning a community safety forum, following the adoption of the Non-Motorized Plan.  The 
safety forum will educate motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians on the rules of the road.  

 
C. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum gave an update regarding the 

State Transportation Improvement Program, stating that the 2014-2017 TIP will likely be 
approved in mid-November. Mr. Redmond reported that the Complete Streets policy had been 
completed and that implementation planning will be completed by the end of the year.  

 
IV. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES  
 

A.  Macatawa River Cleanup – Carolyn Ulstad reported on the Fall Macatawa 
River Cleanup.  The program is a joint effort between the MACC and ODCMG. The event 
took place on September 7th from 1-4pm at Kollen Park. 26 volunteers were present and 
collected approximately 8 cubic yards of trash from the shoreline.  

 
B. Other Macatawa Watershed Project Updates – Kelly provided 

information about several events that were completed recently including removal of invasive 
species at the rain gardens at Smallenburg Park, planting a rain garden at Great Lakes 
Elementary, working with other local schools on watershed education, and the cover crop 
demonstration plot in Fillmore Township.  Kelly also provided an update on the Paw Paw 
Bridge Park streambank stabilization which is being delayed until next year due to the time of 
year and concerns regarding the streambank being exposed over winter without stabilizing 
vegetation. Kelly also gave a reminder that the phosphorus TMDL report is due in November 
and mentioned several upcoming watershed meetings. 

 
V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

   
A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reported that the financial 

statement included in the agenda packet shows revenues are at 55.2 % and expenses at 46.1 %. 
Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any questions, there were no questions.   

 
B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Vanderbilt asked if there were 

any questions or comments regarding the Executive Committee Report. Mr. Hunsburger asked 
what progress had been made concerning public funding of Project Clarity. Mr. Bulthuis 
reported that a working group is testing different funding scenarios. However, the appropriate 
level of public sector funding support is a major unresolved question. 

 
VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS – John Langdon was present from the Michigan 
Association of Rail Passengers. He announced that the project involving bringing bikes onto 
the Bluewater line was successful and that both the Wolverine line and the Pere Marquette 
lines will be completing the same study.   

 
 VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    

A. Host Member: Mayor Kurt Dykstra, City of Holland, commented on a  
couple of projects including the completion of the South Washington road construction project, 
and the start of the DeZwann Windmill renovations. He also announced to the board that the 
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City of Holland for the third time was a winner of the America in Bloom competition. Holland 
won in both population category of 30,000 - 50,000 and in the Heritage Preservation category. 
 

B. Other Members – Mr. TeSlaa spoke briefly about the MAX bus storage 
facility open house taking place on October 4th.  

 
VIII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt 
noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on October 28, 2013, 
12:00 p.m., at the Howard Miller Community Center in Zeeland. He also noted that due to the 
Christmas holiday, the December Policy Committee meeting will be held on December 16. 
 
There being no further business it was moved by Mr. Dykstra and supported by Mr. 
DeWeerdt to adjourn. Motion carried.  

 
The next Policy Committee Meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, October 28, 2013 
12:00 noon at 

Howard Miller Community Center (2nd Floor) 
14 S Church Street, Zeeland, MI, 49464 


