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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

September 22, 2014 

Port Sheldon Township Hall 

16201 Port Sheldon Street 

West Olive, MI, 49460 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Bill Vanderbilt (chair), Hannes Meyers Jr., Howard Baumann Jr., Joe Baumann, Tom 

Bird, Ken DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, John Lanum, Al 

Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Elisa Hoekwater, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron 

Spicer, Jim Camenga 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Meyers to approve 

the August 25, 2014 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried.  

 

II. PRESENTATION: OTTAWA COUNTY ROAD MILLAGE PROPOSAL   - Mr. 

Vanderbilt noted the very important road millage on the upcoming November 4 ballot.  He invited 

Tom Bird, the chair of the Ottawa County Road Commission, to share some information about the 

proposal with the group.  Mr. Bird’s presentation covered several aspects of the issue: the problem, 

the history, the need and solutions.  He ended his remarks with the anticipated benefits for the road 

commission of a successful millage: 

- 15 miles crack sealing 

- 11 miles seal coat 

- 8 miles cape seal 

- 3 miles hot mix asphalt overlay 

- 6 miles structural overlay 

 Discussion followed.  Mr. Bulthuis noted that Mr. Bird’s presentation would be posted on the 

MACC’s website. 

  

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A. FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program Amendments – Mr. 

Bulthuis reviewed the memo included in the agenda packet concerning this topic.  He noted 

that all the amendments impacted local projects and included: 

FY2015 
Project limits Total 

Costs 
Fed. Aid 
Eligible 

Current Fed. 
Aid Allocation 

Recommended 
Additional Fed. Aid 

Recommended 
New Fed. Aid Total 

9th St (Wash. Ave.- 8th 
St. transition) 
 

$1,800,000 $1,440,000 $1,000,000 $230,000 $1,230,000 

60th St. (146th-city 
limits) 
146th Ave. (60th – city 
limits) 
 

$264,000 $211,200 $192,000 $11,000 $203,000 
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FY2014-2017 TIP Amendments (continued) 

 

FY2015 
Name Limits Work Federal  

Funds 
Total 

Funds 
Agency  Notes 

16th Street 
 

@ Columbia Install traffic signal 
 

$132,000 $165,000 Holland 
City 

 

New 
project 
 

16th Street 
Waverly Road 
 

Hoover-Waverly 
16th – 500’ south 

Intersection  
improvements and 
access mgmt. 

$440,000 $550,000 Holland 
City 

New 
project 
 

 

Upon further discussion, it was moved by Mr. Hunsburger and supported by Mr. Baumann 

to approve the amendments to the FY2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program as 

contained in the staff memo dated September 15, 2014.  Motion carried. 

 

B.   Pere Marquette 30th Anniversary – Ms. Hoekwater reported on the 30th anniversary 

celebration, held on September 16, at the Louis Padnos Transportation Center, in Holland.  The 

program included presentations by Kurt Dykstra, Sally Laukitis, Tracy Robinson of Amtrak, and 

Tim Hoeffner of MDOT.  Each of the station platforms along the Pere Marquette line were filled 

with Amtrak rail passengers and local stakeholders who greeted the 30th anniversary train. Special 

guests on-board the train included Hannes Meyers, Jr and Robert Vande Vusse, who rode the 

inaugural train 30 years earlier. The MACC Policy Committee viewed a video, filmed by the 

Michigan Department of Transportation, which honored Hannes Meyers, Jr.  The video is available 

as part of the MACC Policy Committee meeting,   (september2014MACC) on Vimeo at 

http://vimeo.com/themacc.  Mr. Meyers was also given a pair of wooden shoes recognizing his 

contributions in getting the train started in 1984.  

 

C.   MACC Freight Planning – Ms. Hoekwater gave an update on recent activities related to 

freight planning in the MACC Area.  The fourth meeting of the MACC Freight Planning Task 

Force is scheduled for September 29, 2014.  The meeting is to focus on priority routes in the 

MACC Area, logistics and supply chain concerns, results of the regional traffic analysis, and a 

request for local freight carrier input.  The Task Force will meet again in December to review the 

freight chapter of the MACC 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan. 

 

D.     Community and Economic Benefits of Bicycling – Ms. Hoekwater reported 

that the Michigan Department of Transportation sponsored a project to define the economic benefit 

of bicycling.  Statewide, the benefit to Michigan’s economy is estimated to be $668 million 

annually.  Holland was selected as one of five case studies.  A household survey of Holland 

residents was conducted, which found that 45% of residents place an annual value of at least $100 

on the ability to use bicycle infrastructure; and 10% of residents participated in a bicycling event or 

bicycle-oriented vacation in Michigan in the past year. Of bicyclists in the area, 44% bike at least 

twice a week and 31% commute by bicycle at least twice a week. The study also found that the 

economic benefit to the community was estimated to be $6.4 million annually.  This includes $1.1 

million of household spending on bicycling related items; $410,000 in bicycle-related 

manufacturing; and $557,000 in bicycle events and tourism. It is important to note that reduced 

absenteeism benefits the local economy by saving $1.8 million, and avoided health care costs of 

$2.5 million each year.   

 

 

http://vimeo.com/themacc
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The MACC Policy Committee discussed benefits of the non-motorized network:  to the 

community, to residents, and to visitors.  Ms. Hoekwater explained how this information is being 

incorporated into the final MACC Nonmotorized Plan and reported on opportunities to continue to 

promote our area as a bicycle-friendly destination. 

 

E.    MDOT/FHWA Comments – John Lanum added to Mr. Bird’s comments regarding 

the revenue situation in Michigan for road projects. He spoke about how the State will likely 

have sufficient revenues for fiscal year 2015 but that 2016 revenues are still uncertain.  

 

IV. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES 

 

A.   Overview – Kelly Goward shared some activities that the watershed project has hosted or  

been involved in over the past month. In late August and early September, MACC staff assisted 

Herman Miller volunteers with plantings at Paw Paw Foot Bridge that are part of the streambank 

stabilization project that was installed earlier this spring. On September 6, the MACC co-hosted the 

fall River Cleanup with the Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway. 28 volunteers came 

out to help pick up trash along the shores of Kollen Park and Dunton Park. On September 10, the 

MACC hosted a tour of wetland restorations as part of the 10th annual Great Lakes Restoration 

Conference that was held in Grand Rapids. The weather did not cooperate well, which limited 

attendance, but it was a good tour overall. MACC staff had the opportunity on September 12 to 

work with a home school group from Holland Christian to sample and study macroinvetebrates and 

how they relate to water quality. On September 13, Kelly was able to take part in a private River 

Encounter for some employees from Innotec. The encounter was led by Dan Callam and was used 

as one way to engage the employees in Project Clarity. Finally, on September 17, the MACC was 

able to take part in a stream evaluation process with representatives from the Armey Corps of 

Engineers. They will be using the information gathered to develop a model for the Tulip 

Intercounty Drain that will allow us to better understand where to locate projects and the impacts of 

those projects on the stream system 

 

V.  REGIONAL PROSPERITY INITIATIVE UPDATE – Mr. Bulthuis reminded 

Committee members about the upcoming Regional Prosperity Initiative General Session scheduled 

for October 10, 10:00 a.m. at the Kirkhof Center on the Allendale campus of Grand Valley State 

University.  He stressed the importance of the event as the participants in this meeting will be 

voting on which Prosperity Plan projects get funding in 2015.  Mr. Bulthuis requested that 

committee members notify the MACC office if they plan to attend.    

 

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 

A.   Budget Amendment #2 - Mr. Bulthuis noted that Budget Amendment #2 was included in 

the agenda packet with a comments column that explained the major changes.  Projected revenues 

under this amendment total $1,149,052 and projected expenses of $1,123,937.  The motion to 

adopt Budget Amendment #2 as presented was made by Mr. Nienhuis and supported by Mr. 

Baumann. Motion carried.  
 

B.    Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report 

representing revenues and expenditures through August noting that current revenues are at 54.7% 

and expenses are at 47.3% 

 



MACC Policy Committee Minutes 
September 22, 2014 
Page 4 

 

C.   MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that the Executive 

Committee Report was included in the agenda packet and asked if there were any questions 

concerning the document. There were no questions.  

   

VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No comments were made.  

 

VIII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 

A. Host Member: Howard Baumann welcomed everyone to Port Sheldon and updated the 

committee on a few new projects in the township. Port Sheldon signed an agreement with Verizon 

Wireless and they will be building a new cellular tower within the next six months, a new 

subdivision will be going in which will have 60 lots, the township has added a few new parking 

spaces at Kouw Park, a few shuffleboard courts have been added next door to the Township 

Recreational Park and an outdoor restroom will be added for those who enjoy the town hall park. 

  
B. Other Members: John Kleinheksel commented on the millage discussion saying that 

over the 24 years that Allegan County has had a road millage in effect, it seems to increase with 

popularity once the public can see what the funds are used for and how they improve road quality.   

 

 

IX.  OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING – Mr. Vanderbilt noted 

that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on October 27, 2014 at 12:00 p.m. at 

the Park Township Hall. There being no further business, it was moved by Mr. Baumann and 

supported by Mr. Nienhuis to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.   

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, October 27, 2014 

12:00 noon at 

Park Town Hall  

52 152nd Avenue, Holland, MI, 49424 


