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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

September 28, 2015 

Laketown Township Hall 

4338 Beeline Road 

Holland, MI 49423 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Bill Vanderbilt, Blaine Koops, Hannes Meyers, Joe Baumann, Tom Bird, Ken 

DeWeerdt, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Sally Gruppen (for Kevin 

Klynstra), John Lanum, Al Myaard, Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Aaron Spicer, Jim 

Camenga, Amanda Price, Caleb Whitmer, Darrell Harden, Ed Stielstra 

 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, a motion was made by Mr. Joe Baumann and supported by Mr. Hannes 

Meyers, to approve the August 24, 2015 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – State Representative Amanda Price extended greetings to the 

committee and noted that her time on the committee was good preparation for her service in the 

state legislature.  She noted that discussions continue every week at the quadrant level concerning 

road funding. She said that she continues to be committed to finding a resolution to this issue and 

argues frequently that the $1.2 billion is not sufficient. Rep. Price has also been working on 

legislation to help increase the reading proficiency of the state’s third graders. Mr. Vanderbilt 

thanked Rep. Price for attending.    

 

III. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT UPDATES  
 

A.    Macroinvertebrate Monitoring Update - To date, seven sampling events have been  

completed at seven stream locations in the watershed. The stream quality scores for all events were 

shared in a table and also a graph. There is not enough data yet to start to draw any conclusions or 

see any trends in terms of improving or declining water quality. On average, all sites fall within the 

range of fair water quality, with the Upper Macatawa scoring the lowest and the North Branch 

scoring the highest. 

 

B.   Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) Grant Application - MACC staff  

prepared and submitted a grant application to the USEPA on September 28, 2015 titled “Macatawa 

Watershed Agricultural Water Quality Restoration.” The grant is requesting $473,111 in grant 

funds and includes a commitment of $199,107 in match. Of the match, $51,008 would come from 

the MACC (staff salary and fringes) and the remainder from Project Clarity (paid to producers). 

There are 15 producers that provided letters of commitment to install 3,600 acres of best 

management practices including cover crops, gypsum application, residue management, and a 

water and sediment control basin. The estimated load reductions that will be realized from these 

practices are 6,300 tons of sediment and 16,000 pounds of phosphorus, which represents 17% of 

the TMDL reduction goal. The grant would also include educational field days, an experiential 

learning program in partnership with the Critter Barn and the Holland Christian Homeschool 
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Connection and refinement of the Project Clarity ranking tool. Finalists will be notified in October 

and awards will be announced in December.  

 

IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM  

 

A.  M-40/Interchange Drive Intersection Improvements – Mr. Harden presented an 

update on the progress of the M-40 project in the vicinity of the Tulip City Truck Stop. 

Utilizing a drawing, he noted the realignment of Interchange Drive and signal installation at 

M-40.  Modifications to truck stop driveways on M-40 will restrict trucks to right-in-right-out 

movements only.  Discussion regarding turning movements into/out of the new truck stop 

followed.  As the entire MACC area transitions to MDOT’s Grand Region on October 1st,   

Mr. Vanderbilt thanked Mr. Harden for his service to the MACC area.  Mr. Harden thanked 

the committee for the respect and cooperative spirit that has characterized the relationship 

between the MACC and the MDOT Southwest Region.   

 

B. FY2015 Program Update – Mr. Bulthuis gave an overview of the FY2015 program 

as the construction season ends with slides of several completed projects.  The FY15 program 

will likely total approximately $12.2 million with the majority of the funding utilized for road 

and bridge projects.    

 
C.  FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program Work Plan – Mr. Bulthuis 

reviewed a work plan included in the agenda packet that will guide the development of the 

FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program.  He emphasized the dates in the work 

program related to the call for local projects.  Funding will be available for 2018, 2019 and 

2020.    

 

D. MDOT 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan – Mr. Bulthuis drew committee 

member’s attention to a memo included in the agenda packet informing them of MDOT’s 

intention to update their Long Range Transportation Plan.  The revisions to the document are 

anticipated to be complete by March of 2016 with an opportunity to comment on the revised 

plan during that month.  Discussion followed. 

 

E. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Lanum notified the group that the federal financial 

system used to manage federal payments will be down during the month of October. He also 

noted that MDOT is watching to see if any more progress is made by the state legislature on 

the issue of increasing revenues for state transportation. 
 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  

 

A. FY2015 Budget Amendment #2 – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the proposed budget 

amendment included in the agenda packet.  The amendment projects revenues of $1,089,010 

and expenses of $1,087,191.  Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. Baumann and 

supported by Mr. Nienhuis to approve Budget Amendment #2 as presented.  Motion 

carried. 

 

B. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report.  

Revenues are at 62.4% and expenses at 48.5% through August. He asked if there were any 

questions concerning the report. There were none. 
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C. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis noted that a copy of the report 

was included in the agenda packet and asked if there were any questions regarding the report. 

There were none.  

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.   Host Member: Mr. Terry Hofmeyer welcomed everyone to Laketown Township and  

updated the group on some of the township’s projects. Currently, the parking lot at the township 

hall is being expanded to accommodate more township hall visitors as well as users of the 

recreation amenities on the property. Laketown is also in the process of installing a 100 megawatt 

solar power generation system at Shore Acres Park on a half-acre space to generate power for the 

Felt Mansion. Any excess power will be sold back to Consumers Energy.   

 

B. Other Members – There were no other comments. 

  

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING –  
 

A. Mr. Vanderbilt noted that the next meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 

October 26, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. at the Zeeland Township Hall. There being no further 

business, it was moved by Mr. Hofmeyer and supported by Mr. Bird to adjourn the 

meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, October 26, 2015 

12:00 noon at 

Zeeland Township Hall 

6582 Byron Road, Zeeland, MI, 49464 


