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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

September 26, 2016 

Olive Township Hall 

6480 136th Avenue 

Holland, MI 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Blaine Koops, David Van Ginhoven, Howard Baumann, Joe 

Baumann, Tom Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Al 

Myaard (for Glenn Nykamp), Terry Nienhuis, Russ TeSlaa, Todd Wolters 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Bulthuis, Elisa Hoekwater, Kelly Goward, Carolyn Ulstad, Jim 

Camenga, LeighAnn Mikesell  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Following self- 

introductions, it was moved by Mr. Nienhuis, supported by Mr. Hunsburger to approve the 

August 22, 2016 meeting minutes as presented. Motion carried. 
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – There were none. 

 

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A. USDOT Rule on Metropolitan Planning Area Reform – Mr. Bulthuis reminded 

Board members of the extensive discussion, and action, on this topic at the previous meeting.  

He noted that, despite overwhelming opposition to the proposed rule from the MPO 

community, the Transportation Secretary intends to finalize the rule.  Possibly within the next 

few weeks.  Staff at the Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO) is 

devising a strategy to block the rule.  AMPO staff encouraged MPOs to educate their US 

legislators about the rule.  Mr. Bulthuis reviewed a request included in a memo in the agenda 

packet on this topic seeking authorization to convey to our US legislators the MACC’s 

position on this issue.  Upon further discussion it was moved by Mr. Bird and supported 

by Mr. Hofmeyer to authorize staff to convey the Board’s opposition to the final rule, at 

the appropriate time, to Rep. Huizenga and Senators Stabenow and Peters and ask 

them to join in the effort to stop its implementation.  Motion carried.        

 

B. M-40/48th Street Intersection Improvements Resolution – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed a 

proposed resolution included in the agenda packet requesting improvements to the 

intersection of M-40 and 48th Street in Fillmore Township. He explained that 48th St. 

continues to grow in its regional importance as a north-south corridor and improving safety 

on M-40 has long been a priority of the MACC.  Upon further discussion it was moved by 

Mr. Kleinheksel and supported by Mr. Baumann to adopt the M-40/48th Street 

Intersection Improvement resolution as presented.  Motion carried.  

  

C. Big Jump Grant Application – People for Bikes is an organization which is offering 

targeted grants of up to $250,000 to assist ten communities in the U.S. to implement 

improvements to local bicycle networks. Elisa Hoekwater informed the Policy Committee 
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that MACC staff is working with the City of Holland in order to apply for this funding 

opportunity. The City of Holland will be the lead applicant with support by a diverse team 

including elected officials and City of Holland staff, the MACC, Pedal Holland, a community 

organization, neighborhood representatives, a local foundation, and a business or business 

organization. Letters of support will be requested from each of the representatives on the 

grant team.  

 

One of the goals of this grant would be to develop metrics that are easily understood and 

replicable in other communities in the U.S. Though selected communities are not required to 

provide local match, strong applications are those which have identified annual contributions 

of $50,000 in local and private sources. The full application will be due October 28, 2016. 

Finalists will be notified in January 2017. If awarded, the Big Jump grant would fund a three-

year effort in the City of Holland. 

 

D. MDOT/FHWA Comments – LeighAnn Mikesell commented that MDOT staff have 

met with Allegan County Road Commission staff regarding safety issues at the intersection of 

48th and M-40. Traffic data is currently being collected at that intersection. There was an 

inquiry regarding the status of improvements at the M-40/64th Street intersection.  Ms. 

Mikesell stated that MDOT staff are finishing the design and that the City of Holland is still 

in the process of acquiring needed right-of-way.  The project is scheduled to be let in 2017.  
 

IV. MACATAWA WATERSHED PROJECT 

 
 

A. Holland/Zeeland Community Foundation Grant Application – A memo was 

provided in the agenda packet that summarized a recent grant application submitted by staff 

to the Holland/Zeeland Community Foundation. This project, Creating a Green 

Infrastructure Vision for the Macatawa Watershed, was previously submitted to the USEPA 

Urban Waters Small Grant program but was not selected for funding. The original proposal 

was modified to do the GIS component by MACC staff and hire a consultant to complete 

further analysis to prioritize implementation of GI within the urbanized area. It was moved 

by Mr. Hunsburger, supported by Ms. DeBoer to authorize either the MACC 

Chairperson or Executive Director to enter into a grant agreement with the Community 

Foundation of the Holland/Zeeland Area should the grant be awarded. Motion passed.  
 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES  
 

A. Budget Amendment #2 – Mr. Bulthuis noted that with the last budget amendment 

occurring only two months ago there were only a few line items that needed to be adjusted as 

the MACC closes out the fiscal year.  He reviewed the changes which resulted in proposed 

revenues of $939,620 and expenses of $926,503.  It was moved by Ms. DeBoer and 

supported by Mr. Van Ginhoven to approve Budget Amendment #2 as presented.  

Motion carried.    
  

B. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Bulthuis reviewed the monthly financial report. 

Revenues are at 72.4% and expenses at 63.6%. He asked if there were any questions 

concerning the report. There were none.  

 

C. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Bulthuis asked if there were any 

questions regarding the report. There were none.  
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D. MACC Study Session Reminder – October 24, 11:00a.m. Board members should 

arrive an hour prior to the regularly scheduled Policy meeting to hold a study session 

regarding the components of the MACC’s Agreements and Bylaws. At Holland City Hall, 

meet in the second floor Training Room.  

 

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS    
 

A.  Host Member: Mr. Wolters welcomed the committee to Olive Township. He noted 

that Port Sheldon Street (120th-US 31) had been resurfaced with federal aid provided by the 

MACC.  A portion of New Holland Street was also resurfaced this year and approximately 40 

miles of re-graveling completed throughout the summer. Mr. Wolters also notified the group 

that the township is looking to fill a position for a sexton for the cemeteries and that a few 

community members have shown interest in the job. Lastly, he mentioned that some 

historical homes located within the township will be participating in the Historical Society’s 

Christmas Home Tour in December.  

 

B. Other Members – Ms. DeBoer brought to the group’s attention that Holland’s 

Neighborhood Improvement Committee has concerns about housing affordability within the 

city and region. Mayor DeBoer then inquired if the group would be open to having United 

Way present their data on the issue at a future MACC Policy Meeting. The committee is open 

to having the organization present their findings. 

 

Mr. TeSlaa notified the group that the MAX Transit Authority would be meeting to discuss 

their mission and vision statements and that it is their hope to undertake a comprehensive  

visioning effort in November.  He welcomed comments and input from Board members. 

 

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJORNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  
 

Mr. Bulthuis noted the invitation to the West Michigan Prosperity Alliance’s Grant Award 

meeting on October 3rd. Mr. Rajadhysaksha then reminded the group that the next meeting of 

the Policy Committee would be held on October 24, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. preceded by a study 

session at 11:00 a.m.  The meetings will be held at Holland City Hall. There being no further 

business, it was moved by Mr. Hofmeyer supported by Mr. Nienhuis to adjourn the 

meeting. Motion carried.   

 

 

 


