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The MACC was awarded a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant from the US 
Environmental Protection Agency in July 2011. Work on the grant was completed in March 
2015. Over the course of the grant, 12 farmers with land in the East Fillmore and 
Kleinheksel drains installed a variety of best management practices to reduce sediment and 
phosphorus movement into Lake Macatawa. The table below provides a summary of the 
practices that were installed and how much sediment and phosphorus were saved as a result. 

GLRI Grant Final Report 

BMP Implemented 
Sediment reduced 
(tons/year) 

Phosphorus reduced 
(pounds/year) 

Cover crops 500 acres 141 417  

Conservation tillage 1,250 acres 516 1,939  

Grade stabilization 1 40 28  

Totals N/A 697 2,384 

In addition to the practices summarized above, a drainage water management system was 
installed, soil tests were cost-shared on 517 acres, and numerous farmers were provided 
incentives for participation and verification in the Michigan Agricultural Environmental 
Assurance Program (MAEAP). Over $124,000 was provided in cost-share or incentive 
payments to participating farmers. Throughout the course of the grant, the MACC also held 
and participated in cover crop demonstrations and other educational field days. The work 
that was completed during this grant not 
only helped to reduce the amount of 
sediment and phosphorus entering Lake 
Macatawa, but has also helped in moving 
the agricultural efforts of Project Clarity 
forward. The MACC will continue to 
work through Project Clarity and our 
Great Lakes Commission grant to assist 
farmers with implementing best 
management practices to keep soil and 
nutrients on their fields, where they want 
them to be, and out of Lake Macatawa. 

2013 Cover Crop Demonstra on Plot 

Cover Crop planted in 2012 



Page 2 

Rain barrel workshops will be provided by the Ottawa Conservation District. The workshops are FREE and 
will be held at 12:30pm, 1:45pm and 3pm. Pre-registration is required. Contact the Outdoor Discovery Center 
Macatawa Greenway to sign up: 393-9453 or visit macatawaclarity.org for more information. 

Please join Project Clarity and over 30 community partners for the Macatawa Water Festival on Saturday, July 
25, 11:30 am to 5:00 pm, at Windmill Island Gardens. Children of all ages will learn about our  most 
precious natural resources: Lake Macatawa and the Macatawa Watershed. The public will be welcomed free of 
charge to enjoy a day of interactive educational experiences, water and land activities, and fun-filled family 
time; experiences designed to engage young and old to learn about restoring and preserving our lake and 
watershed. The first stop will be the Welcome Station where students will receive a “Macatawa Watershed 
Explorer Handbook” to continue their journey on the island. 

In Windmill Island’s Pavilion, guests can purchase a buffet lunch prepared with local Michigan products. Picnic 
tables will be set up outside the pavilion for families to gather and enjoy thier lunch while being entertained by 
award-winning singer, song writer and story teller Chris Dorman and Friends. 

On the island, there will be three Educational Areas: Cultural History of our Watershed, the Living Watershed, 
and Restoring our Watershed. Each will feature activities where guests can experiment, engage, and learn how to 
care for our lake and watershed. 

Land and Water Activities will be available for  guests of all ages. Children can fish for  trout in ponds, 
have their catch filleted and take it home for dinner. Guides will take guests kayaking around the island, pointing 
out the natural assets of our watershed while others can take a bicycle ride. Ottawa County Parks and Recreation 
will also be taking trips on their historic gabagouache canoe (pictured at far left above). 

Workshops will feature topics on water  and bike safety, building a campfire, backpacking, water  testing, 
building a dug-out canoe, making a rain barrel (see below for more information), and identifying plants in our 
watershed. Our Watershed Explorer Ambassadors will help young explorers with activities and crafts to help 
them learn about what a watershed does, what’s happening in our watershed and how they can make a difference 
to the water quality in Lake Macatawa and the Macatawa Watershed.   

2015 Macatawa Water Festival 
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Spring River Cleanup 

Smallenburg Park Rain Gardens 

This spring’s Macatawa River Cleanup was held on 
Saturday, May 16 from 1:00– 4:00 pm. Volunteers 
picked up trash along the shoreline of Lake Macatawa 
at both Kollen Park and Dunton Park.  
 

The river cleanup is scheduled twice a year every fall 
and spring in collaboration with the Outdoor 
Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway. While 
volunteers find some rather unique things every 
season, the dominant trash collected tends to be 
Styrofoam, plastic bags, plastic bottles and small 
fragments of broken plastic.  
 

When planning your next picnic, birthday party or 
family get together at a park, please remember to look 
around for any trash that may have blown away from 
your area. Always try to leave the area better than how 
you found it. It will make the park better for the next 
group and healthier for the wildlife that live near by! 
 

Join us for the fall cleanup on Saturday, Sept 26th! 

Half of the volunteers cleaned the northern shoreline at 
Dunton Park (pictured above) while another team focused on 
the southern shore at Kollen Park. 

Staff, along with volunteer Dyon Dubero, work to pull weeds 
and invasive plants from one of the rain gardens, May 27, 2015 

The MACC staff has adopted the Smallenburg Park 
rain gardens as a staff service project and volunteers 
are always invited to help! The rain gardens were 
originally installed in 2005, but have since been 
invaded by non-native invasive plants and other 
undesirable weeds and trees. Annual maintenance is 
critical for any planting project in order to maintain 
function and appearance.  
 

The rain gardens collect and filter stormwater runoff 
from the parking lots. This also helps to slow the 
flow of water into local streams, which protects 
streambanks from erosion and reduces flooding. 
 

The MACC will revisit this same location at the end 
of the summer and we’d love to have your help! Stay 
posted for our next weeding date! 

Smallenburg Park Rain Garden, 2006 
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Contributed by Dan Callam, Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway 

In seeking to reduce sediment and nutrient pollution that ends up in Lake Macatawa, one of Project Clarity’s main 
goals is finding ways to slow water down. When water slows down, it loses a lot of the energy required to erode 
and carry soil that causes problems on site and downstream. Water flows quickly downstream to Lake Macatawa 
during a rainstorm, usually reaching the lake in less than 48 hours. This process used to take weeks to months 
prior to European settlement, but changes to the landscape have resulted in more rapid flows.  
 
This spring, Project Clarity installed two-stage ditches on two drains in Fillmore Township. Two-stage ditches are 
designed to hold more water for a longer period of time than a traditional “V”-shaped ditch. They feature a “shelf” 
on each side of the bank, which widens the ditch and allows the ditch to hold more water during periods of high 
water. These shelves, dry for much of the year, are covered with wetland plants designed to take up nutrients, 
helping to filter the water as it passes during periods of higher flow. With two completed, we will be looking for 
other locations in the upper reaches of our watershed to construct more. 
 
In addition to these smaller ditch projects, we will have two of our largest projects breaking ground in the coming 
months. The restorations taking place at the Haworth site (45 acres) and the Middle Macatawa South project (38 
acres) represent two large-scale wetland detention areas. These will help store floodwater and filter out nutrients 
with improved habitats. We hope to have more updates (and photos!) in the coming months.  

Project Clarity Update 
...our community collaboration to clean, restore and maintain the waters of  Lake Macatawa and the Macatawa Watershed 

Two‐stage ditch installed in Fillmore Township. Photo was taken on May 19, 2015, prior to the adjacent field being planted. 
The banks of the ditch were planted with a grass and wildflower mixture, which has established well. 



Farmers can reduce the cost of their cover-crop program and still keep the benefits by closely examining their 
seeding rates and planting methods as well as potentially trimming back mixes. With corn prices looking a little 
more foul than fair these days, many producers may be looking for places to trim their input costs. Warranted or 
not, the newest management technique of no-tillers, cover crops, may be in the crosshairs. For most farmers, 
covers are a somewhat easy target, as there is a good chance they are the most recent, and least proven, 
management practice on the farm. While conventional thinking may see cover crops as an added expense, instead 
think of it as a substitution for other inputs. Look at the amount of herbicide or fertilizer that has been reduced as a 
result of cover crops. Long term no-till practitioners that incorporate cover crops not only believe they are doing 
the right thing by increasing long-term productivity of their farms through saving topsoil from erosion, but also 
retain nutrients that may otherwise have been leached away. Consider the following:  
 

 Check Your Rate. Cover crops are a developing and changing 
management practice. This means that seeding recommendations that 
a no-tiller received in 2010 are likely to differ from those given in 
2015. Remember that cover crops are not cash crops; a thick stand 
may not necessarily be required for full benefits. The Midwest Cover 
Crop Council’s field guide, available at the MACC, is a good source 
for recommendations. 

 

 Drill vs. Broadcast. The accuracy of drilling cover crops as opposed 
to broadcasting can result in lower seeding rates and a reduction in 
expenses. While aerial seeding is faster, consider the added expense 
of the custom application and dependency of having the job done on 
someone else’s schedule. 

 

 Mixes and Matches. For farmers using cover crop mixes, it has nearly become a game of one-upmanship in 
some areas for who can get the most, and strangest, species planted in their fields. While the benefits and 
synergies of diverse cover crop mixes are documented, consider just how beneficial growing 15 species is as 
opposed to three. 

 

 Tap Funding. The cheapest way to pay for cover crops is for someone else to do it! Cost shares, such as those 
available through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) can help offset seed and planting costs, while farmers still gain the benefits. Specifically 
available to farmers in the Macatawa Watershed is funding through Project Clarity, headed by the Outdoor 
Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway, and through a Great Lakes Commission Grant administered by the 
MACC. Contact Aaron Spicer at the MACC (616-395-2688) for full details about either funding source. 

 

While it may be difficult to accurately evaluate the savings from cover crops, those who take the time to do so 
may be surprised to find just how much of a benefit they really are. 

Keep Covers in Your Rotation Without Breaking the Bank 
Written by: Aaron Spicer 
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Interseeding cover crops into standing corn during 
sidedressing is a me and expense cu ng method 
of plan ng cover crops. 

Grain amaranth in 2013 Cover Crop Demonstra on Plot 
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Calendar of Events 

June 13, June 27, July 11: 1-4pm: River  Encounters. hosted by the Outdoor  Discovery Center  Macatawa Greenway 
(ODCMG). More dates available. Registration required and fees apply. Contact ODCMG for more information at 393-9453. 

June 20, 9-11am: Summer  in the Dunes, Explore the dunes with a naturalist in search of wildlife and plants especially 
adapted to dune survival. Hiking shoes and personal water bottle recommended. Field guides and other investigation 
materials will be provided. Hosted by the Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway. Free event, registration is 
required. Contact ODCMG at 393-9453. 

June 25 & August 27, 1:30-3pm: Macatawa Watershed Advisory Committee Meeting, Howard Miller  Community 
Center, Zeeland. All are welcome at attend! Call or email the MACC office to receive an agenda one week in advance. 

July 13, 6-10pm: Char ity for  Clar ity Gala. Dinner  and silent auction at Macatawa Bay Yacht Club. Registration  
required and fees apply. Contact ODCMG for  more information at 393-9453 or register online at macatawaclarity.org 

July 14, 9-10:30am: Keppel Forest Park, Hike with a naturalist in Park Township’s Keppel Forest in search of 
wildlife. Maybe you will find an ant lion or nesting pileated woodpecker! Wear your hiking shoes and be ready to explore. 
Hosted by ODCMG. Free event, registration is required. Contact ODCMG at 393-9453. 
 

July 17&18 (9 and 11am both days, also 1:30pm on July 17): Water  Quality Boat Tours. The W .G. Jackson 
from the GVSU Annis Water Resources Institute in Muskegon will be making a trip to Lake Macatawa again this 
year. Participants help take water quality measurements such as transparency and turbidity. Each tour lasts 
approximately 90 minutes. Trips are free but pre-registration is required. Participants must be 10 years of age and 
older. RSVP to 395-2688 or email Carolyn Ulstad at culstad@the-macc.org  
 

July 25, 11:30am-5pm: Macatawa Water  Festival, Windmill Island Gardens. See cover  story for  more information. 

August 4, 5-8pm: National Night Out, Kollen Park. Come stop by and see us at this great national event! 

August 5, 8am-4pm: West Michigan Green Infrastructure Conference, Eberhard Center , Grand Rapids. Save the 
date! More details to come soon. Contact the MACC for more information.  

August 24, 6-8pm: Zeelmania (Science Night), The MACC will be at Zeelmania’s Science themed night! Zeelmania is a 
once weekly, nine week long, summer event. A street fair feel filled with a large variety of events for active families. 
Located downtown Zeeland. For more information visit feelthezeel.com 

September 9, 1-4pm: Volunteer  Stream Monitor ing. Volunteers are invited to assist with our  fall collection of water  
bugs. We will meet at Adams Street Landing, form teams, and head out from there. All equipment will be provided, but 
participants should plan on getting wet. Anyone under 16 years old must be accompanied by an adult. Pre-registration is 
required by contacting the MACC office: 395-2688 or kgoward@the-macc.org 

September 26, 1-4pm: Fall River  Cleanup, Kollen Park. Anyone under  16 years old must be accompanied by an 
adult. A limited number of seats in boats will be available. All equipment will be provided. Registration is required. Contact 
ODCMG for more information or to register: 393-9453. 

Tired of paper? Visit our website, 
www.the-macc.org, to sign up for 

electronic mailings!  



The Ottawa Conservation District, as part of the West Michigan Cooperative Invasive Species 
Management Area (WMCISMA), is expanding efforts to control invasive plant species. Non-
native invasive plants can out-compete important native plant species and undermine the quality 
of the environment. WMCISMA has been awarded $393,900 from the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources Invasive Species Grant Program to focus on early detection and rapid 
response (EDRR).  
 

The Ottawa Conservation District is focusing on three species: phragmites, which quickly take over areas where 
beneficial native grasses grow; Japanese knotweed, which grows exceptionally fast and has roots that can break 
through pavement; and black and pale swallow-wort, which crowd out important native plants.  
 

The Ottawa Conservation District’s invasive plant identification and treatment teams, called Strike Teams, are 
available to work with private landowners. Strike Teams offer site evaluations, define treatment plans, and provide 
treatment services. Fees are reasonable, and through the grant, cost-share is available. Teams are licensed and 
insured, and restoration advice is available for re-planting areas where invasives have been removed. 
 

As the grant project moves forward, WMCISMA will be offering workshops for landowners to help locate, 
identify and treat invasive species on their property. WMCISMA is comprised of public and private organizations 
from Allegan, Ottawa, Oceana, Newago, Mecosta, Muskegon, Kent and Montcalm counties. For more 
information, contact the Ottawa Conservation District at (616) 842-5852 ext. 5 or ottawacd@macd.org 
 

Ottawa County Agricultural Preservation Program Now Accepting Applications  
 
This is a voluntary program in which a landowner may be eligible to be compensated for maintaining their land’s 
current use. Landowners need to meet eligibility criteria and certain restrictions apply. To learn more, please join 
the Agricultural Preservation Board for an informational workshop on Friday, June 19, 2015 from 9:00 am to 
12:00 pm in the Main Conference Room at the Ottawa County Fillmore Street Complex, 12220 Fillmore 
Street, West Olive, MI 49460. Donuts and refreshments will be provided! Arrive early for a short presentation on 
the Agricultural Preservation program which will begin promptly at 9:00 am. Following the presentation, staff 
members will be available to answer questions and assist interested landowners with completing the application.   
 

Please RSVP for the workshop by contacting the Ottawa County Planning and Performance Improvement 
Department at plan@miottawa.org or (616) 738-4852. If you would like to request an application or have any 
questions please feel to call the number listed above. 

Local Assistance Available for Invasive Species Control 
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Phragmites along the shoreline at Dunton Park 

Agricultural preservation will help preserve the rural character of Ottawa County 



 

Find us on Facebook! 

Steve Bulthuis - sbulthuis@the-macc.org 
Elisa Hoekwater - ehoekwater@the-macc.org 

Kelly Goward - kgoward@the-macc.org 
Carolyn Ulstad - culstad@the-macc.org 
Aaron Spicer - aspicer@the-macc.org 
General Inquiries - info@the-macc.org 

Phone: 616-395-2688          www.the-macc.org 

Contact MACC Staff 

Interested in staying up to date with the 
Macatawa Watershed Project? Like us on   
Facebook! Visit Facebook and search for 
“Macatawa Watershed”  

301 Douglas Avenue 
Holland, Michigan 49424 

Macatawa Area 
Coordinating Council 
A Cooperative Effort Among Units of Government 

 
Storm Drains 

 
 It is important for storm drains to remain free of 
debris in order for them to function properly and keep our 
water clean. All storm drains in the Macatawa Watershed 
lead directly to streams and tributaries that eventually 
empty into Lake Macatawa. It is EVERYONE’S 
responsibility to make sure that only rain goes down the 
drain! 
 
 Check the storm drains nearest to your house on a 

regular basis and clear out any debris. 
 In the fall, make sure that leaves do not block the 

storm drain and NEVER pile your leaves on top of the 
storm drain. 

 If grass clippings end up in the street, clean them up 
so they do not wash down the storm drain. 

 If you wash your car at home, make sure the wash 
water stays out of the storm drain. Wash your car on 
the grass or use rolled up old towels to direct the wash 
water into the grass. 


