


By the Numbers 

• 15 total events 

• 5 watershed presenta ons 

• 7 volunteer stream events 

• 2 river cleanups 

• 40 road-stream crossing 
inventories 

• 120 volunteers 

• 200 copies each of the 
children’s story books The 
Lake I Didn’t Know, A Day 
at the Farm and 
Springwater Rain were 
handed out 

• 175 Homeowner’s 
Handbook distributed 

Outreach and Education 

During fiscal year 2017 (October 2016-September 2017), the MACC’s 
Macatawa Watershed Project par cipated in 15 community outreach 
events. At these events, we set up a table display with a sample of our 
handouts and offer a hands-on kids ac vity. This year, we debuted a 
new fishing game that teaches about nonpoint source pollu on. MACC 
staff also gave 5 watershed-related presenta ons to various community 
groups.  One of these groups included the Holland Garden Club as part 
of their Environmental School. MACC staff spoke to their classes about 
backyard habitat management, sustainable gardening and bu erfly 
gardens. 

Our biggest event of the year was the Macatawa Water Fes val held on 
July 15 at Windmill Island. Over 35 sponsors and partners par cipated 
in the fes val that drew a crowd of over 3,000 people. Ac vi es 
included kayaking, fishing, bicycling, and hands-on learning about water 
quality.  

Another way that the MACC engages in outreach and educa on is 
through volunteer events. River cleanups were held in the spring and 
fall. Macroinvertebrate monitoring was conducted in the spring and fall 
and stream habitat assessments were completed in the summer. We 
also completed a second year of road-stream crossing inventories. Over  
100 volunteers par cipated in all of these events (see pictures on 
following pages). Thank you, volunteers! 

Our new fishing game teaches about pollu on and where it comes from. Kids (or adults) catch a fish, look at a picture of pollu on 
on the back and sort into one of four baskets where they think it came from: house/yard, farm, construc on site, or road/cars. 



By the Numbers 

SAW Grant 

• Dec 2013-Mar2017 

• $111,285.32 grant funding 

• $6,812.93 MACC funding 

• 1 Stormwater 
Management Plan 

CFHZ Grant 

• Oct 2016-Oct 2017 

• $21,000 grant funding 

• $12,636 match funding 

• 1 seminar 

• 1 green stormwater vision 
 

Stormwater management 

In May 2017, the MACC concluded work on a Stormwater, Asset 
Management and Wastewater (SAW) Grant from the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality. The final product, a stormwater 
management plan, was approved by the DEQ in June. The MACC also 
con nued to work with the six units of government to update various 
components of their stormwater permits. 

In December 2016, the MACC received a grant from the Community 
Founda on of the Holland Zeeland (CFHZ) Area to support the 
development of a green stormwater vision for the Macatawa 
Watershed. The funding supported MACC staff in the development of a 
suitability map to indicate where green stormwater infrastructure 
could be installed in the watershed. Staff further priori zed the model 
based on where green stormwater infrastructure could make the 
greatest impact. Grant funding also supported work completed by 
Keiser & Associates to iden fy loca ons to install green stormwater 
projects and develop conceptual plans. The maps and conceptual plans 
are being summarized and assembled into a green stormwater vision 
publica on that will be dra ed by December 1, 2017. 

The MACC was pleased to have hosted a green infrastructure seminar 
on August 22 at the Haworth Inn and Conference Center. Over 50 
a endees heard from 8 speakers and visited with 9 exhibitors to learn 
more about and discuss green stormwater infrastructure. 

A green infrastructure seminar tled Making the Case for Green Infrastructure was held at the Haworth Inn and Conference Center 
on August 22, 2017. About half of the par cipants took a walking tour of green infrastructure installed at Hope College. 



Volunteers at the fall River Cleanup along the shores of the Macatawa River near Dunton Park. It was a very warm 
fall day, but volunteers persevered and removed over twelve 50-gallon bags full of trash! 

Water Fes val 2017 was a success only made possible by all the wonderful volunteers! The MACC is especially 
grateful to Maddy Burns and Tony Duong for helping with the MACC’s fishing game and secchi disk cra . 

Thank you to all of o

Photo credit: ODCMG 



Some of our many road-stream crossing inventory volunteers. Upper photos and lower le  are Hope College 
Students during Time to Serve on Sept 2. Lower right are community volunteers on August 15. 

A group of 22 employees from Innotec spent a day with the MACC and Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa Green-
way (ODCMG) comple ng road-stream crossing inventories, habitat assessments and other work at the ODCMG. 

our 2017 volunteers! 



By the Numbers 

GLC Grant (totals for 4 years) 

• $190,240.45 grant funding 

• $87,868.29 local match 

• 1,608 ac of cover crops 

• 1,178 ac of reduced llage 

• 1,348 ac of gypsum  

• 740 tons of sediment saved 

• 4,836 lbs of phosphorus saved 

GLRI Grant (implemented in 2017) 

• 444 ac of reduced llage 

• 200 ac of cover crops 

• 169 ac of gypsum 

• 1,552 tons of sediment saved 

• 2,094 lbs of phosphorus saved 

Agricultural program 

The MACC made several changes to its agricultural program in 2017. Most 
notable was the addi on of a new Agricultural Technician.  Rob Vink joined 
the MACC in December 2016 and quickly got to work reaching out to farmers 
and signing new contracts for a variety of management prac ces.   

September 2017 brought the end of our Great Lakes Commission (GLC) grant. 
The GLC grant began in 2013 and funding was used to implement cover crops, 
gypsum and no- ll farming prac ces. In total 4,132 acres received best 
management prac ces (BMPs). These BMPs accounted kept 740 tons of 
sediment and 4,836 pounds of phosphorus out of Lake Macatawa.  

Much of the recent agricultural conserva on in the watershed was funded by 
the Great Lakes Restora on Ini a ve (GLRI) grant. The MACC received this 
grant in April 2016 in the amount of $473,111, with $312,000 allocated to 
agricultural BMPs. Project Clarity provided the required matching dollars and 
was a strategic partner in securing these addi onal grant funds. To date, 
approximately 70% of those funds are under contract for BMPs.  

Wet spring condi ons kept many growers from implemen ng some of the 
planned prac ces early in the season. The dry fall weather will poten ally 
allow many farmers to catch up on gypsum applica on and provide op mum 
soil condi ons for plan ng cover crops. In 2017, The MACC added contracts 
for over 1,700 acres of cover crops, 1,234 acres of gypsum, 530 acres of 
residue management, and one water and sediment control basin (WASCOB). 
Prac ces implemented in 2017 kept approximately 1,552 tons of sediment 
and 2,094 pounds of phosphorus out of Lake Macatawa. 

Project Clarity con nued to fund agricultural BMPs in 2017. Funding decisions 
are made by the Agricultural Commi ee which consists of local farmers, a 
private consultant, and representa ves from local agribusiness.  

A WASCOB collects farm field runoff into a basin where sediment is allowed to se le out. Water enters the rock structure and is 
carried in an underground pipe to the receiving stream. The structure performed well in the heavy rains received this fall. 

June 2017 October 2017 



Project clarity 

Progress 

Our goal is to reduce phosphorus  in Lake Macatawa by 70%. According 
to the 2016 monitoring conducted by Grand Valley State University’s 
Annis Water Resources Ins tute, we are currently showing a 40% 
reduc on. These levels will naturally fluctuate based on lake and 
weather condi ons, but long-term trends are encouraging. 2017 
monitoring results will be finalized and published in early 2018.  

2017 Project Highlights 

• The Kuipers Drain Project was completed in October 2017. See 
photo and text below for more informa on. 

• 19  credits have been released by the state for sale in the wetland 
mi ga on that was constructed south of Haworth Corporate 
Headquarters. 

• Agricultural prac ces were implemented on over 2,500 acres under 
the guidance and approval of the Agricultural Commi ee. 

Educa on 

• Over 70 farmers and agriculture businesses a ended the annual 
agriculture lunch on February 21.   

• Seven Project Clarity informa on kiosks were constructed 
throughout the Macatawa Watershed. Kiosks will be updated 
annually with monitoring results and informa on about the 
watershed.  

By the Numbers 

• 15 acres of wetland  
restora on 

• 42 acre-feet of water 
storage 

Agricultural Prac ces 

• 3,750 feet of grassed 
waterways 

• 1,400 feet of two-stage 
ditch 

• 424 acres of cover crops  

•  2,158 acres of gypsum  

 

The Kuipers Drain Project, completed in October 2017, includes 
15 acres of land along the North Branch of the Macatawa River. 
The wetland restora on will provide 42 acre-feet of water 
storage. The project was in partnership with MDOT, who 
invested over $500,000, and the Allegan County Drain Office.  
Project Clarity provided the land, which was acquired from the 
Lumir Corpora on, allowing the leveraging of state dollars to 
create this new water quality asset. The project will be 
monitored by the Allegan County Drain Office and Project Clarity.  
It will have important flood-relieving impacts along the US-31 
corridor in Laketown Township and the south side of Holland. 

Photo: Outdoor Discovery Center Macatawa Greenway 



MACC staff from left to right: 

Kelly Goward, Macatawa Watershed Project Manager 
Elisa Hoekwater, Transporta on Program Manager 

Rob Vink, Agricultural Technician 
Steve Bulthuis, Execu ve Director 
Carolyn Ulstad, Program Assistant 

Above photos 

MACC office, MACC staff at Mt. Pisgah 
Cover photo 

Macatawa Marsh near Window on the Waterfront 
Unless otherwise noted, all photos in this document were taken by MACC staff and volunteers. 


