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OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

From October 2019 to September 2020, the MACC's
Macatawa Watershed Project participated in eight
community outreach events. This number is much
lower than in previous years with many events
cancelled due to COVID-19. We were able to
participate in some in-person events in late 2019,
including PumpkinFest (top photo), the Ottawa
County Water Quality Forum (middle photo) and
hosting a green infrastructure workshop for decision
makers.

Due to the lack of in-person outreach opportunities,
we adapted and increased our amount of social
media posts in 2020. Topics included Make a
Difference with Lawn Care and Impervious Surfaces
(early May), Gardening with Nature Tips (May/June),
Aquatic Invasive Species Awareness Week (June 28), A
to Z of Water Quality (August), SepticSmart Week
(Sept 14), and Pollution Prevention Week (Sept 21).
We plan to continue these efforts with expanded
topics including tips for sustainable holiday
celebrations, winter water quality tips, plastic
pollution and litter prevention, and much more.

This summer, Carl VanFaasen of Holland Public
Schools offered to assemble and create instructions
for using fish-friendly car wash kits (bottom photo).
This has been a goal of the MACC's for several years
and we greatly appreciate Carl taking on this task! In
addition, he created an instructional video that's
posted on our website.

Volunteer events were also limited this year. A group
from Engedi Church completed storm drain
stenciling in October 2019 and we were able to hold
two river cleanups in 2020 in partnership with the
ODC Network. See next page for volunteer photos.
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THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

10.5.19 Engedi Service Day - Storm drain stenciling with Westcore
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7.12.20 Macatawa River Cleanup at Dunton Park

9.12.20 Macatawa River Cleanup at Dunton Park



The MACC has been working this past year with the
City of Holland and private homeowners to plan and
install curb-cut rain gardens as part of road re-
construction projects. These projects provide the
perfect opportunity to leave an opening in the new
curb and construct a rain garden in the parkway that
will accept and infiltrate stormwater. Four of these
gardens were installed on 19th St (one pictured at
right) and another five are planned on 20th and 21st
Streets. The City designs and constructs the gardens
while the homeowners are responsible for plants,
mulch and maintenance. The MACC received a grant
from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative in early
2020 that will help offset the costs for both the City
and the homeowners. The grant is also supporting
the development of a volunteer rainscaping program
and green stormwater infrastructure installations at
Holland City Hall and Kollen Park. The ODC Network,
Holland BPW and Hope College are assisting with the
volunteer rainscaping program and we hope to
officially launch volunteer training in spring 2021.

The MACC held it's fourth annual green stormwater
infrastructure seminar online on August 27th. The
event focused on resiliency in the face of weather
extremes and changing regulations. Copies of the
presentations and recordings of the seminar are
available on the MACC's website.

The MACC also worked with Ottawa County and
other partners to host a virtual meeting on
September 17th to review and discuss changes to the
County Development Rules. Both Ottawa and Allegan
County plan to implement the revised Development
Rules starting January 1, 2021. You can watch a
recording of this meeting and view supporting
materials on the MACC's website.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
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AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM

The MACC worked with several growers in 2020 to plant cover crops with cost share provided by a
grant from the Great Lakes Commission (GLC). Over 1,200 acres are committed and some were
planted with airplanes at the end of August. Other acres were broadcast and large amounts are
being planted with an air seeder mounted to a vertical tillage disk. This tool allows the farmer to
meet the tillage requirements of their manure management plan as well as create a uniform seed
bed, plant the cover crop seed, and incorporate the seed in one tractor pass. The cover crops will
reduce erosion on these fields as well as retain nutrients from the manure in the cover crop. As the
cover crop decomposes in the spring, those nutrients become available to the new corn or bean
crop. This is just one of the many technologies growers are using to improve farm management
with added benefits to soil health and water quality. 

One 2020 highlight was a project in Zeeland Township that restored an eroded section of stream
into a two-stage channel. This project included a livestock crossing and fencing to exclude and
restrict access to the stream. This project was several years in the making as MACC staff navigated
the state and county permit processes. The project was designed by Niswander Environmental
with assistance from Holland Engineering. A MACC GLC grant paid for the channel construction
and Project Clarity provided funding for the livestock crossing. The two-stage channel has
increased the flood holding capacity of the stream. Vegetation planted within the project will also
slow water flow and trap sediment. We expect that this project will reduce the amount of sediment
eroding away by as much as 43 tons per year. Before and after pictures are shown below.

2020 has been and will continue to be a year of challenges and change. We are excited to see the
work being done and that some area farmers are implementing best management practices
without financial assistance. This is exactly the reason these grant programs are so important. We
are able to offset some of the initial financial burden while educating and helping farmers realize
the value of the work we are proposing. Once this is realized, we see farmers become more willing
to implement and pay for these practices on their own.  
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In 2020, the MACC completed a streambank
restoration project in Holland Charter Township on
Noordeloos Creek (before and after photos at right).
The project was funded by a Great Lakes Commission
grant with support from Project Clarity. Holland
Engineering completed the design and 28 Specialties
constructed the project. MACC staff and the
homeowner's planted a buffer of native plants
adjacent to the stream. This project took several years
to design and acquire the necessary permits, so all
involved were excited to see this project completed!

The MACC has been working with the Grand Valley
Metro Council, the West Michigan Shoreline Regional
Development Commission and Public Sector
Consultants for several years to investigate ways to
sustainably fund watershed protection and
restoration. In 2020, we held a series of virtual
discussions with watershed partners from across the
state to present and receive feedback on a proposed
funding mechanism. This option would allow
landowners to make a voluntary donation through
their property tax bill. Regional planning bodies
would manage the funds with assistance from
watershed advisory groups. We still have a lot to do
before this becomes a reality. You can read more
about this project on the MACC's website (look for
West Michigan Watershed Collaborative).

The MACC was pleased to be among the first five
recipients of an EPA Trash Free Waters Grant earlier
this year. We will be working with six partners in
Ottawa and Allegan County to conduct beach and
river cleanups at over 30 locations with several
events already held in 2020. In addition, we will be
installing trash and recycling receptacles in key
locations and conducting litter reduction education.

OTHER PROJECTS
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Project savings from an EGLE grant allowed
partners to fund the design of an additional
1,200’ of stream restoration along Peters Creek.
A 1.4 acre wetland was restored on the edge of a
farm field in Fillmore Township (photos at right
provided by ODC Network).
836 acres of farmland were put in conservation
tillage for the first time.
An additional iron slag filter was designed and is
being installed in Fillmore Township.
While we were unable to hold our annual Water
Festival in person, we had several smaller,
socially-distanced events and online activities
designed and run by our event partners.

In addition to the support provided to MACC
projects  described previously, Project Clarity
achieved the following accomplishments in 2020:

Water quality continues to be monitored by GVSU’s
Annis Water Resources Institute and Hope College.
Conditions remain undesirable but show optimistic
trends when compared to recent precipitation levels
(graph at bottom right). The dashboard and full
monitoring report for 2019 is available at:
outdoordiscovery.org/project-clarity

Specifically in the agricultural focus area, harvest
conditions are returning to more favorable
conditions after two years of impossibly wet
weather. We are still seeing a wider adoption of
practices designed to benefit the watershed.
Reduced tillage, cover crops and other in-field
practices keep soil on fields and out of streams,
benefitting all watershed residents. It’s encouraging
to see resilient practices leading to more resilient
growing conditions and a healthier watershed.

PROJECT CLARITY
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https://outdoordiscovery.org/odc-network/project-clarity/


MACATAWA AREA
COORINATING COUNCIL

From left to right:
Rob Vink, Project Manager
Kelly Goward, Environmental
Program Manager
Judy Visscher, Administrative
Assistant
Carolyn Ulstad, Transportation
Planner
Mara Gericke, Assistant Planner
Tyler Kent, Executive Director
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301 Douglas Ave
Holland MI 49424

616-395-2688
www.the-macc.org

STAFF

POLICY BOARD

Photo Credit: Unless otherwise noted, all pictures were taken by MACC staff.

Howard Baumann, Port Sheldon Township
Joseph Baumann, Ottawa County
*Tom Bird, Ottawa County Road Commission
Nathan Bocks, City of Holland
Ken DeWeerdt, Fillmore Township
Linda Howell, Laketown Township
Jerry Hunsburger, Park Township
John Kleinheksel, Allegan County Road Commission
*Kevin Klynstra, City of Zeeland

Don Mayle, Michigan Dept. of Transportation
*Hannes Meyers, Jr., At-large
*Terry Nienhuis, Holland Charter Township
Glenn Nykamp, Zeeland Charter Township
*Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, At-large
*Jim Storey, Allegan County
Russ TeSlaa, Macatawa Area Express
Todd, Wolters, Olive Township

*Members of the Executive Committee


