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OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

From October 2020 to September 2021, the MACC's Macatawa Watershed Project participated in
six community outreach events. Similar to last year, this is less than usual due to COVID
restrictions. A couple highlights include a virtual rain garden program for the Holland Area Senior
Professionals, participating in Ready for School summer events (photo top left) and National Night
Out. We also assisted Hope College with planning and hosting a watershed camp for teachers
(photo at right) and middle school students. As part of both camps, the MACC helped organize and
execute field tours of agricultural and other best practices that protect water quality (photo
bottom left is from the middle school farm tour). 

Volunteer events also continued to be limited this year. Hope College's Office of Sustainability
organized  storm drain stenciling for students in April 2021. We were also able to hold two river
cleanups in 2021 in partnership with the ODC Network. Other groups, including Girl Scouts and
the Holland Youth Advisory Council, also held beach and river cleanups with the support of the
MACC. See volunteer photos on the next page.
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THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

4.23 and 4.30.21 Hope College Office of Sustainability storm drain stenciling
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5.22.21 Macatawa River Cleanup at Kollen Park

9.25.21 Macatawa River Cleanup at Dunton Park



The MACC continued to work with the City of
Holland and private homeowners as part of a
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant to plan
and install curb-cut rain gardens with road re-
construction projects. These projects provide
the perfect opportunity to leave an opening in
the new curb and construct a rain garden in
the parkway that will accept and infiltrate
stormwater. Five of these gardens were
installed on 20th and 21st Streets (top 3
pictures taken 10.19.21). Another two have been
constructed on College Ave and will be planted
in spring 2022.  The grant also supports a
volunteer rainscaping program that was
launched in spring 2021. A virtual classroom
portion was held followed by a field training
(bottom photo). Nine volunteers were trained
as part of the inaugural class and a few are
conducting rainscaping assessments for
private homeowners. The grant will also fund
green stormwater infrastructure installations
at Holland City Hall and Kollen Park. These
projects have been designed and are awaiting
final approvals before construction can begin.

The MACC held it's fifth annual green
stormwater infrastructure seminar on August
19th. This year's event was hybrid, with About
40 people attending in person and other 12
online. The seminar was rebranded to the West
Michigan Green Stormwater Infrastructure
Seminar to be more inclusive of our planning
team and audience. The seminar included a
variety of topics, activity stations and several
vendor displays. Copies of most presentations
are available on the MACC's website.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
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AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM

In the fall of 2020, the MACC's Agricultural Technician, Rob Vink, accepted a position with a local
agricultural retailer. We were sorry to see him go, but wished him the best in his new endeavor!

Prior to his departure, Rob was able to field verify over 1,100 acres of cover crops that were planted
under contract with funding from the Great Lakes Commission (photos at left and top right). About
1,200 acres were also planted in the fall of 2021. Cover crops provide multiple benefits including
protecting the soil from erosion, scavenging nutrients for next year's crop and improving soil
structure.

In addition to the cover crops funded by the Great Lakes Commission Grant, funding is also
available for the installation of grassed waterways. We have been working with Holland
Engineering to design a grassed waterway system for a farmer in Zeeland Township (site visit
photo bottom right). Designs will be finalized this winter and the project constructed in 2022.

Instead of rehiring a new Agricultural Technician, the MACC entered into cooperative agreements
with the Allegan and Ottawa Conservation Districts. Both Districts have knowledgeable technicians  
with the capacity to take on some extra work. The Great Lakes Commission allowed us to modify
the grant in order to compensate them for their assistance. This has been a great partnership and
we are extremely grateful to have local experts willing to support farmers in the Macatawa
Watershed!
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Worked with the Ottawa County Water
Resources Commissioner to install nearly
one mile of 2-stage channel in the Harlem
Drain (top photo, ODC Network)
Received state funding to restore 1,950 feet
of Peter's Creek
Continue to monitor iron slag filters
through funding provided by the Michigan
Dept. of Agriculture and Rural
Development
Hosted an in-person 2021 Water Festival on
Windmill Island with over 2,000 attendees
(middle photo, ODC Network)

In addition to the supporting the MACC's
stormwater and agricultural efforts, Project
Clarity accomplished the following in 2021:

In early 2021, the ODC Network hired GVSU to
complete a social survey of watershed
residents that will help inform future outreach
and education strategies. In general, the
results show that community knowledge of the
watershed is increasing, but there is still room
for improvement. Many people noted that they
are following best practices at home to reduce
water quality.

Water quality continues to be monitored by
GVSU’s Annis Water Resources Institute and
Hope College. Conditions remain undesirable
but the trends show improving water quality
over time (bottom graph). GVSU and Hope
College Reports, including the social survey
can be found online at
outdoordiscovery.org/project-clarity

PROJECT CLARITY
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https://outdoordiscovery.org/odc-network/project-clarity/


After many years of collaboration, the MACC has entered into an agreement with the ODC Network
to manage the Macatawa Watershed Project. The Macatawa Watershed Project (MWP), housed at
the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council since 2000, officially joined the ODC Network on October
1. Kelly Goward, the MACC's Environmental Program Manager since 2012, became a member of
ODC’s Project Clarity team and now serves as the ODC Watershed Manager. 

The MWP began as a way for local communities to partner on improving Lake Macatawa and the
Macatawa Watershed. This was in response to findings by the state and EPA that the lake
contained extremely high levels of suspended sediment and phosphorus. The MWP has worked
towards improving the lake by addressing issues such as stormwater, agriculture, land use,
monitoring, and education. The ODC and the Macatawa River Greenway have partnered closely
with the MWP over the years, working to host events such as the Macatawa Water Festival and
River Cleanups, educating students and community leaders on water-related topics, and
collaborating on research efforts with partners like Hope College and Grand Valley State
University. In addition, Kelly and the MWP have worked closely with the ODC on Project Clarity,
the initiative to significantly improve water quality in the watershed. MWP staff have served on
advisory boards, provided input on plans and helped communicate progress to government
partners. This collaboration resulted in a myriad of successful projects implemented in our
watershed over the past eight years, including restored wetlands, stabilized streams, soil-saving
agricultural projects, and greener stormwater infrastructure. By joining the MWP with Project
Clarity, we will streamline many projects and collaborations, allowing greater gains for the
watershed. 

In her new role at ODC, Kelly will continue managing all existing MACC grants and working closely
with our local communities on stormwater permitting and compliance, ensuring that we update
and improve existing and future infrastructure. Her skills as a grant writer, project coordinator,
and educator will be great assets to the ODC team and create additional connections to regional
water experts. Kelly is working out of DeGraaf Nature Center, where she will work closely with
ODC's greenway, conservation, and sustainability efforts. This team will collaborate to make our
area a more vibrant and ecologically sustainable place for current and future generations. Kelly can
be reached at kelly@outdoordiscovery.org

PROGRAM CHANGES
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MACATAWA AREA
COORINATING COUNCIL
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301 Douglas Ave
Holland MI 49424

616-395-2688
www.the-macc.org

POLICY BOARD

Photo Credit: Unless otherwise noted, all pictures were taken by MACC staff.

Howard Baumann, Jr., Port Sheldon Township
Joseph Baumann, Ottawa County
*Tom Bird, Ottawa County Road Commission
Nathan Bocks, City of Holland
*Amanda Cooper
Ken DeWeerdt, Fillmore Township
Jeff Franklin, Michigan Dept. of Transportation
Jim Gerard, Park Township
Linda Howell, Laketown Township

John Kleinheksel, Allegan County Road Commission
*Kevin Klynstra, City of Zeeland
*Terry Nienhuis, Holland Charter Township
Tom Oonk, Zeeland Charter Township
*Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, At-large
*Jim Storey, Allegan County
Russ TeSlaa, Macatawa Area Express
Todd, Wolters, Olive Township

*Members of the Executive Committee

STAFF
Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Interim Executive Director
Mara Gericke, Transportation Planner
Judy Visscher, Office Administrator


