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MACC POLICY BOARD 
January 4, 2021 

12:00 pm 
Join Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89417723870 

Join by phone: +1 312 626 6799  Meeting ID: 89417723870  Passcode: 805258 
 
 

MINUTES  
 

BOARD PRESENT: Tom Bird, Nathan Bocks, Ken DeWeerdt, Linda Howell, Jim 
Gerard, John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, Don Mayle, Hannes Meyers Jr., Terry 
Nienhuis, Tom Oonk, Pankaj Rajadhyaksha, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa  
 
OTHERS PRESENT:, Jim Camenga (Videographer), Mara Gericke (MACC), Kelly 
Goward (MACC), Matt Guinn (MAX) Presenter, Elisa Hoekwater (MAX) Presenter, Tyler 
Kent (Executive Director - MACC), Tyler Kent (MDOT), John Lanum (MDOT), Judy 
Visscher (MACC)   

 
I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES***                       

(minutes of the November 23, 2020 meeting are enclosed) 
 
***It was moved by Mr. Nienhuis, supported by Mr. Storey to approve the 
November 23, 2020 meeting minutes. Motion carried. 

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS - none 

 
III. ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAM 

A. TMDL Voluntary Agreement renewal resolution (memo enclosed) 
 
The TMDL Voluntary Agreement is an agreement between the MACC and 
the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) 
that affirms the commitment of all parties to work toward reducing phosphorus 
in Lake Macatawa. The agreement was initially signed by all MACC Policy 
Board members in 2020 and then renewed by resolution and signed by the 
Executive Director in 2010. That agreement expired August 31, 2020. MACC 
staff have been in conversation with EGLE staff and local stakeholders about 
changes to the agreement. Changes include adding and updating information 
as well as adding flexibility for the point source dischargers due to concerns 
about future growth. The full agreement was included in the packet for review 
and a resolution was presented to support the agreement. 

 
***It was moved by Mr. Bird, supported by Mr. Meyers to approve the 
resolution as presented. Motion carried. 

 
B. Michigan Coastal Management Program grant application and resolution 

(memo enclosed) 
 
Staff submitted a grant application to the Michigan Coastal Management 
Program on December 18, 2020. The funding would be used to support 
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certain tasks that are necessary to update the watershed management plan 
and incorporate coastal resiliency into our planning approach. If funded, the 
grant would start in October 2021 and end in December 2022. The grant 
request was $42,605 with $43,601 pledged in match from the MACC and 
ODC Network. The grant application requires a resolution of support from the 
applicant organization’s board. A resolution was included in the packet to 
support the grant application and commit to providing the match. 
 

***It was moved by Mr. Storey, supported by Mr. Bocks to approve the 
resolution as presented. Motion carried. 

 
C. Ottawa County MS4 Permit (memo enclosed) 

 
Ottawa County is one of six entities that the MACC works with to maintain 
compliance with their stormwater permits. Ottawa County was issued a new 
permit effective January 1, 2021. One of the permit requirements is to have a 
program to manage post-construction stormwater runoff. Ottawa County 
proposed to meet the requirements of this by first issuing revised 
Development Rules and second, by working with Townships in the urbanized 
areas to update or adopt and then enforce a stormwater ordinance. Some 
Townships previously adopted a stormwater ordinance as requested by the 
County, but that older ordinance needs to be updated. The MACC will work 
with Ottawa County to reach out to each Township to discuss this further and 
develop a plan for updating or adopting a stormwater ordinance. 

 
IV. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

A. Review Draft List of FY20 Federally Obligated Projects (memo enclosed) 
 

Mr. Kent of the MACC reviewed these projects. The MACC is required to 
submit a list of these projects at the end of each year to the FHWA, whether 
completed or not in FY20. Mr. Kent of MDOT shared that this is a standard 
report that says the funds received have been spent or are planned to be 
spent on the listed projects. Mr. Mayle shared that this report does not have to 
be approved by the MACC Board, but must be posted on the MACC website. 
 

B. FY21 Safety Performance Measures resolution (memo enclosed) 
 
Mr. Kent of the MACC presented the safety targets outlined for FY21. Mr. 
Kent of MDOT shared more details on the safety targets listed, and how they 
were determined. Mr. Lanum shared that there is no penalty for supporting 
state targets; other MPO’s have done the same. The targets chosen are 
based on safety data from the past five years, and are realistic, not 
aspirational. The entire road system is included in the determination. Data is 
updated annually. The calendar year 2020 has been an anomaly. 
 

***It was moved by Mr. Nienhuis, supported by Mr. Meyers to approve the 
resolution as presented. Motion carried. 
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C. Job #101615: Technical Correction for Discussion 
 

Mr. Kent of MDOT detailed the technical changes on the Saugatuck Rest 
Area project; action is not needed. The work will now be done in conjunction 
with the larger project on west-bound I-196 this summer. 
 

D. Contract with GVSU-AWRI to update land use/land cover data (memo 
enclosed) 

 
The MACC is currently using land use data from 2009. There is a current 
need to acquire updated land use to make both transportation and watershed 
plans relevant to current conditions. The 2009 land use data was created by 
the Grand Valley State University’s Annis Water Resources Institute (GVSU-
AWRI) using aerial imagery. We received a scope of work and quote for them 
to update the data using a similar process. The estimated cost is $16,119 and 
it will take 9 months to complete. Staff propose to use a combination of 
transportation and watershed funds to pay for this work. A draft contract has 
been reviewed and approved by GVSU-AWRI and staff are seeking approval 
to enter into this contract. 
 

***It was moved by Mr. Bocks, supported by Ms. Howell to approve the 
contract as presented. Motion carried. 

 
E. MDOT/FHWA Comments – Mr. Kent of MDOT shared that MDOT employees 

will still be telecommuting at least through March 2021. Mr. Mayle shared that 
the obligation limitation has been approved for the rest of the year, at about 
93% of the usual obligation. There are no details yet on additional funding that 
was approved for one of the COVID packages, but it is in line with HIP 
funding from previous years. He also noted that Eric Mullen has been 
promoted to Division Administrator for the Policy Division, so that the Section 
Manager position is vacant. MDOT hopes to have it filled by the end of 
January. Mr. Lanum noted that Public Transit Agency Safety Plans which 
were due December 2020 now have until July 2021. MACC Policy and 
Technical Committees will need to acknowledge receipt and approve. Ms. 
Hoekwater shared that MAX Transit completed their plan last May, and 
details will be shared in their presentation today. 

 
V. PRESENTATION – MAX TRANSIT: PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AGENCY 

SAFETY PLAN (PTASP; memo enclosed) - Ms. Hoekwater and Mr. Guinn 
presented an overview of the PTASP that was prepared by MAX Transit. The 
MACC Policy Board is being asked to receive and approve the plan. 
 
***It was moved by Mr. Meyers, supported by Mr. TeSlaa to approve the 
PTASP as presented. Motion carried. 

  
VI. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

A. Financial Report (report enclosed) – no comments were received 
 

B. MACC Executive Committee Report (minutes enclosed) – Mr. Kent of the 
MACC shared that the MACC financial audit results will be presented at 
February’s Policy Board meeting, that the MACC’s Community Enhancement 
Program is available for funding local projects beneficial to the region, and 
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that collaboration is progressing among area emergency responders to meet 
future needs in the region. 
 

VII. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
A. Host sharing about their community 

  
1. City of Holland – Mr. Bocks shared that his first year has been busy with 
tax abatements, business expansion downtown, housing development, 
waterfront decisions, non-discrimination ordinance, and a new community 
energy plan. Many “work arounds” have been instituted to achieve 
transparency and public comment in spite of COVID. 
 
2. City of Zeeland – Mr. Klynstra had to leave prior to sharing about his 
community 
 

B. Member questions or comments 
 

VIII. OTHER ISSUES AND ADJOURNMENT 
Next Meeting: February 22, 2021 | 12:00 pm | TBD 
 
   


