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MACC POLICY COMMITTEE 

 

November 26, 2018  

Park Township Hall 

51 152nd Avenue 

Holland, MI 49424 

12:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: David Van Ginhoven (Chair), Joe Baumann, Thomas Bird, Nancy DeBoer, Ken 

DeWeerdt, David Fairchild (for Eric Mullen, via conference call), Terry Hofmeyer, Jerry 

Hunsburger, John Kleinheksel, Kevin Klynstra, Terry Nienhuis, Jim Storey, Russ TeSlaa 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Tim Burkman, Kelly Goward, Joe Spelde, Carolyn Ulstad, Rob Vink, Jim 

Camenga, Steve Redmond (via conference call)  
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Self- introductions were 

made. It was moved by Mr. Hofmeyer, supported by Mr. Hunsburger to approve the October 

22, 2018, meeting minutes. Motion carried.  
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS – No public comments were made 

 

III. TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM 

 

A.  Update on the MACC’s Non-Motorized Transportation Plan - Mr. Spelde discussed 

the history, vision, and goals of the Non-Motorized Plan, highlighting aspects of the plan that need 

updating. Some of the updates include creating new maps of existing and future facilities, collating 

crash data for pedestrians and bicyclist, expanding the variety of non-motorized resource guides, 

identifying the different types of users, and increasing community engagement.  Mr. Hunsburger 

commented that it would be helpful for areas intended for cyclists to be marked accordingly on 

corridors.  

 

B.  Interagency Working Group / TIP Amendment Schedule – Ms. Ulstad explained that 

the Interagency Working Group (IAWG) is needed to review new projects and amendments. The 

process was put into place after the South Coast court case decided to give former 1997 Ozone 

maintenance areas until Feb. 16, 2019 to have conformity determination on Long Range 

Transportation Plans and Transportation Improvement Plans. The overall purpose of the group is to 

comply with regional transportation conformity which is required under the Clean Air Act to ensure 

that federally funded or approved highway and transit activities are consistent with, or conform to, 

the purpose of the air quality state implementation plan. 

 

C.  FY2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program Amendment – Mr. Burkman 

presented the requested TIP amendment as provided in the agenda packet, which consisted of 

12 MDOT project actions, and one for the MACC’s Data Collection planning project.  The 

amendment for the MACC’s project will reconcile the TIP with what is currently shown in the 

adopted FY2019 Unified Work Program (UWP) for Data Collection.  The Technical 

Committee considered these amendments at their meeting on November 13th and made a 
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favorable recommendation to the Policy Board.  Mr. Storey asked MDOT if there were any 

plans or renderings available to view what is planned for the Saugatuck rest area project.  Mr. 

Redmond offered to make that information available and will work with Mr. Burkman to 

provide the additional details.   

 

It was moved by Mr. Bird, supported by Ms. DeBoer to amend the MACC FY2017-2020 TIP 

to modify the projects as presented. Motion carried. 

 

D.  MDOT / FHWA Comments – Mr. Fairchild spoke briefly on MDOT’s online project 

platform, JobNet. Steve Redmond then reached out to the group and offered his assistance, noting 

that the Grand Region’s Non-Motorized Plan could be of value while we are in the process of 

updating our region’s plan.  

 

IV. WATERSHED PROJECT 

 

A. GLRI Agricultural Grant Update – Mr. Vink provided an update on progress with 

the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) Grant. The GLRI grant began in April 2016. We 

are working with produces through this grant to implement BMP’s in the three highest priority 

sub-watersheds. Currently 35 different growers hold 56 contracts to implement over 6800 acres 

of best management practices. On September 6 we were notified that approval was granted to 

extend the grant until December 2019. The extension also included a request to include grassed 

waterways as a fundable practice, this request was also approved. Rob also spent some time 

showing the board pictures of some of the exciting things that are happening with no-till and 

cover crops in the watershed. 

 

B. Watershed Annual Report Highlights – Ms. Goward distributed hard copies of the 2018 

Macatawa Watershed Project Annual Report at the meeting. In 2018, Watershed Project staff and 

interns participated in 18 community events, 5 watershed presentations and worked with over 100 

volunteers. Volunteer events include river cleanups, macroinvertebrate monitoring and road-stream 

crossing inventories. Stormwater management plans continued to be updated with a focus on 

finishing the post-construction runoff control program (development standards). Three of the six 

MS4 permitted entities were audited in 2018. The only item discovered during the audits was that 

employee training required by the permit was due. MACC staff conducted employee training for the 

three permittees. The MACC was pleased to have hosted a second annual Making the Case for Green 

Infrastructure seminar and looks forward to continuing this program in 2019. Staff also shared 

cumulative numbers from Project Clarity since it was launched in 2013. Accomplishments include 

agricultural best management practices, wetland restoration, streambank restoration, and public 

education. The Macatawa Watershed Annual Meeting will be held on December 6 to announce the 

watershed stakeholder of the year, learn about Hope College student research and hear updates about 

Project Clarity and water quality monitoring. 

 

V. ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

 
A. Monthly Financial Report – Mr. Burkman reviewed the financial report.  Revenues are at 

31.0% and expenses at 3.4%.  
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B. MACC Executive Committee Report – Mr. Burkman noted that the summary for the 

November meeting of the Executive Committee was included in the mailing. He asked if there were 

any questions, there were none. 

   

VI. MEMBERS’ COMMENTS  

 

A. Host Member: Jerry Hunsburger, Park Township – Mr. Hunsburger welcomed the 

Policy Board to the township hall. The township is currently working on developing a number of 

visions, including plans to establish a new park along the south side of Lake Macatawa and a plan to 

revitalize the Park Township Airport property.   

 

B. Other Members – No other comments were made.  

 

VII. OTHER ISSUES, ADJOURNMENT, AND NEXT MEETING  

Mr. Burkman made the members aware of proposed Senate Bill 1188 which was introduced on 

November 8th and referred to the Senate’s Committee on Natural Resources.  The bill would 

eliminate local agencies’ ability to prohibit, or require approval for any tree removals on private 

property that's zoned for agriculture, business, commercial or industrial.  It also states that ordinances 

could not require mitigation, including planting trees or other vegetation or paying a fee for 

removal.  The Natural Resources Committee will hold a hearing on this bill on November 27th and 

28th.   

 

The next Policy Committee meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, January 7, 2019 

12:00 noon at 

Laketown Township Hall 

4338 Beeline Road, Laketown, Holland, MI 49423 

 


